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i population is almost 17 million 


v • 

^AOHfAPJ-T^Wulat^ or Saudi Arabia is nearly 17 million. 
U^aanalty higher than earlier est, mates, according to preliminary 

?“■ WO i Uld make * hc Kingdom the m«n 
t P r n,n5 “' a - a ,i,lc previously held by 
yetneo. *«*» P°P^*» n .of 12 million people. The general 

as** 3 * FI "S! ,ee and National Economy, in a 

MW*«S ££*? S tSFiS urda y- ^ 3 P re,imina ry head couni gav* 
,iw popula** 0 * 1 35 16.929.294 people. The number of foreigners siood at 
1.6 million- accounting for 27 per cent of thc population, while Saudi 
■ laucnals made up 12.3 million or 73 per cent. Thc kingdom's first general 
L-cns since it was established 60 years am „!!. .L ' 


._ - ns latest u.w. figures earlier this year pla 
.' J ■ r,: i juBtoa. including four million foreigners 
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Articles of press law approved 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament resumed 
Sunday its debate of the draft law on press and publication. The 
House approved article 43 of the law as it was drafted by the 
government. The article stipulates that government institutions, 
universities and research centres should {Bqcfe^the approval of 
the director of the publications department before importing any. 
banned publications. The House also approved article 44 as 
recommended by its Law Committee, banning the publication of 
court proceedings before the final verdict is issued by the court 
except by a court permission. The House also approved articles 45 
to 51, which include an article prohibiting newspaper employees 
from receiving any local or foreign assist ance.^and sent article 52 
back to the Law Committee for further st uA ygfce article indjides 
punishments for violators of the law. TherEmse also 'decided to 
refer the State Security Court law to the Law Committee to study. 
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: • r ^I'^apekeepers block 
: ; _ ^ S^priot march 

* Cyprus (AP) — 

--c- / .shrinking U.N. peace force 
•" "sS.t-/ ^ Cyprus (UNICEF) Sunday 
about 300 Greek Cypriot 
’ r:-.-' r . :: /onStrators from reaching a 
?:■- ./jvg^n chapel in the Turfcish- 
‘ - ■ tT north of the war-divided 
‘ ' : ; ; yi B ot demonstration leaders 

; ri . / v ? ^ jwo dozeji peacekeepers 
there would have been 
•‘i'- s:” prevent the protesters 
: i * Vcrossnig the U.N.-patrolled 

‘^ifrraone. had they, made a 
- J : r / r: ' ^ determined effort. It was 
'•'■^JlCYP's first confrontation 
.. ' ■ ' :: » ihe reduction of its strength 

: f r m \ '-third in recent weeks brought 
t0 1,400 troops. By 
‘ 'i .eftiber 1993, the force will be 
' . ioTess than 1,000. following 
" ’ Ida’s decision last week to 

' ’ :..\‘6ot all its remaining 514 

• :-JjK.?We came peacefully and 
' .?■ J jyere content to deliver a 
" r ~ % en protest to the U.N. officer 
• -.'aige," said Athienou Mayor 

lyjotis Koumis. The protest, 
essed to U.N. Secretary 
eral Boutros Ghali, de- 
iicr^irjrtced the refusal of the Tur- 
r,, ip .j- ■'authorities to allow the peo- 
0 • *“■ 1 -f'-Slrf-Athieriou to visit and pray 
; Siapel of Saint Epiphanios. 
\ m '-~ ; winter-demonstration of ab- 

-JOOTuridsh Cypriots waving 
iris proclaiming “This is our 

- -/stay away” gathered about 
rtitometre away on the other 

: of. the buffer zone across 

wheat fields. 

^E^ees no hurry 
/ jotatforce 

- TBfiABI (AP) — Defence 
" -^terSm&h Mohammad Ben 

ym. quoted Sunday as 
--■gfoere was no urgent reason 
• ^JWfcgff .fhe creation of a 
• • .v.£jb&&defence force for the 
. - -/"Setting up a joint defence 

zB-BOt im possible, but at the' 
$jpie it is not so crucial and 
~ ;•*/', Sheikh Mohammad told 

j.Bhabi-based daily Al Itti- 
: tS 5L;5pS’-Aa annual summit confer- 
• serf*"* 8 of Ae Gulf Cooperation 
'qlCGCC) alliance is to be 
_ . dby Abu Dhabi on Dec. 21. 

. . ’ /./If Mohammad argued that 

. r^wfihgoftfze Iraqi occupation 
" wait “proved that setting up 
' ' 1 it force does not need com- 
'.es, studies and conferences, 

; ; .ents themselves impose such 
■ '• iions." He advised the 
\ioc. to focus on advanced 
tologies especially in tele- 
- - ” nunications, transportation 
- ; -logistics as “significant and 

- factors in unifying GCC 

- action in. the Seld.” The 
war, lie said, was “the first 
and experiment in this re- 
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/pt frees French, 
jadian ‘smugglers’ 

' RO (AP) — Police have 
' seated more than 300 price- 

•- Prehistoric and pharaonic ob- 

- r . ^id released a Canadian and 
.1 snebnan who tried to srnug- 

' them ont of the country. 
- ' : .ols' at theiT embassies said 

- 'by. The two men; who en- 

■ f; Egypt using French pass-' 
t, were released and will soon 

• •- .pine, a French embassy offi- 

• “ He identified the two 
■• JB Mr. Yvefin, a French 

' and Mr. Daitly, who has 

_ ^‘-T-Canadian and French 

malities. The French offidal 
two were arrested at 
Xairpoii.in southern Egypt 
• •; .--Thursday. .Acting on a tip, 
'. searched their suitcases 

. found 300 pieces dating back 
■^historic and pharaonic ages, 
two men had been conduct- 
. j d dig in Lnxor’s western shore 
i * is foil .of pharaonic re- 

.Vrff?! 1 ’ the Middle East News 
■j* r's ncy (MENA) said Saturday. 

. “ y fold investigators after dieir 
-* ■ ' fofon that they were taking 
■' pieces back to France to help 
[.research for post graduate 
"BBv. MENA said. “ 
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Jardaneh presents ‘93 
budget with dramatic W" • / 

reduction in deficit 'mt'ZA n 

Finance minister predicts positive 9, # Sj 

economic performance, improved local 

revenues and progress in battle against unemployment 


King in Washington on private visit 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s economic 
growth in 1993 will not reach the 
levels attained in 1992 but the 
country will still witness a positive 
economic performance and high 
level of economic activities. Fi- 
nance Minister Basel Jardaneh 
said Sunday. 

Mr. Jardaneh said that gross 
domestic product (GDP) was ex- 
pected to grow by seven per cent 
in 1993 at current prices and 
without including indirect taxes 
and eight per cent at constant 


prices and if indirect taxes are 
included. 

Presenting the 1993 draft 
budget to the Lower House of 
Parliament. Mr. Jardaneh pro- 
jected a continued decrease of 
inflation and unemployment and 
a low deficit in both monetary 
and real terms. 

The budget estimated total re- 
venues of JD 1.28 billion for 1993 
— a 10 per cent increase over rhe 
projected figure for 1992 — with 
JD 1.075 billion in local revenues. 
Total expenditure were estimated 
at JD 1.328 billion — a five per 
cent increase over the estimated 


expenditure in 1992 — with JD 
987.7 million in current expenses 
and JD 3403 million in capital 
expenditure. 

The draft budget, which the 
House referred to its Finance 
Committee, projected a pre- 
financing deficit of JD 47.9 mil- 
lion, a 55 per cent decrease from, 
the .projected 1992 deficit. 

The budget financing was esti- 
mated at JD 359.1 million of 
which JD 3113 million will be to 
pay local and foreign debts. 

The draft budget expected the 
imports bill to increase even 
though the country's exports will 


Marines fly to Somali interior; 
aid ship docks at Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
U.S. Marines swooped into the 
interior of starving Somalia for 
the first time Sunday white a 
U.N. food ship padeed with grain 
docked in Mogadishu. 

Thrusting- out of the capital,- 
230 U.S. Marines in 12 helicop- 
ters flew to Bali Dogle airfield, 
about 160 kilometres west of the 
capital, half-way to Baidoa. 

A day after U.S. forces des- 
troyed three Somali vehicles after 
two helicopter gunships were 
fired on, the commander of foe 
U..S. task force in Somalia said 
the capital was calm and foe 
military deployment was going 
“exactly as we frianned.” 

However, Lieutenant-General 
Robert Johnston said U.S. 
Marines were still not ready to 
move into famine-ridden Baidoa, 
where aid workers are en- 


dangered by marauding gunmen. 

“We are pressing to go to 
Baidoa as quick as we can,” Gen. 
Johnston said in an interview with 
the U.S. network NBC from 
Mogadishu. “But it requires the 
right kind of troops.” 

In their first major sortie out of 
Mogadishu, the 230 Marines in 13 
helicopters flew into Bali Dogle 
and secured an out-of-use air- 
field. 

The strip, on foe road to 
Baidoa, a city of 100,000, is to be 
a base for Canadian forces arriv- 
ing later this week. 

At the airstrip, several Somali 
militiamen surrendered to the 
Marines, saying they wanted 
food, according to Air Force 
Lieutenant-Colonel Michael Cox. 

There was no resistance from 
local gunmen. 

Bali Dogle is a former Soviet 


airbase that the Somalis took 
over after ousting the Russians in 
1977. It has fallen into semi-min 
since the civil war broke ont here 
two years ago. 

Less than an hour after thc 200 
Marines secured rhe airport, the 
first C-130 transport plane landed 
b.^-ing badly needed feed. 

The Americans, who eventual- 
ly will have 20,000 troops in the 
country leading the U.N. action, 
will be securing numerous other 
airstrips in Somalia for use as 
bases of food distribution. 

Gen. Johnston said Sunday 
that about 11,000 troops had ar- 
rived in the country. 

"The laydown of forces is going 
exactly as we planned," he told 
NBC. 

“We have ' seen a dramatic 
(Continued on page Sf 


Edinburgh summit revives EC 


EDINBURGH (R) — On the 
eve of the single market, the 
European Community (EC) has 
scored a sorely needed summit 
triumph by rescuing its Maas- 
tricht Treaty and clinching a 
budget deal that will finance its 
union plans until the end of the 
century. 

The 12 EC leaders wrapped up 
their meeting late on Saturday 
night with a string of accords 
designed to advance political and 
monetary union, boost the slug- 
gish European economy and set- 
tle the vexed issue of the sites of 
the EC’s major institutions. 

They also agreed to open entry 
negotiations ftom Jan. 1 with 
Austria Sweden and Finland' — 
Norway should follow later next 
year — and promised to prepare 
foe countries of Eastern Europe 
for eventual membership. 

All hailed the achievements as 
vita) to restoring confidence after 
a turbulent six months since 
Danes rejected the Maastricht 
Treaty, threw plans for a single 


currency into doubt and triggered 
unprecedented turmoil on foreign 
exchange markets. 

Success was especially sweet 
for British Prime Minister John 
Major, the summit chairman, 
whose handling of the EC pres- 
idency has been bitterly attacked 
since he was forced to delay 
British ratification of Maastricht 
in the wake of the Danish re- 
ferendum. 

“I believe ... the EdinduTgh 
European counil will be remem- 
bered as the summit that put the 
community back together and put 
us all back on the track to recov- 
ery,” Mr. Major said. 

;"He said it was the perfect 
launch-pad for the ECs single 
market on Jan. 1, which will bring 
down barriers to the free move- 
ment of goods, services, and 
capital — though not yet for 
people — throughout the bloc. 

But the community is not yet 
out of the woods. 

Danes will vote again in April 
or May on foe deal won by Prime 


Minister Poul Schlueter which 
makes dear that they are not 
bound to be part of a single 
currency or a common defence. 

Mr. Major has to quell a revolt 
in his own Conservative Party 
and push the Maastricht Treaty 
through the British parliament, 
mindful that other EC leaders 
pressed hard — though unsuc- 
cessfully — for a mid-year dead- 
line to be set. 

Most of foe EC leaders, many 
of them in power for several 

years, face increasing domestic 
political difficulties and a bleak 
outlook for the European eco- 
nomy. . -- 

The summit did agree on a 
"growth initiative’' which leaders 
said could trigger $37 billion in 
new investment on infrastructure 
projects but which economists 
said was unlikely to halt Europe’s 
drift into recession (see page 7). 

Though finance ministers wete 
present, the summit pointedly did 

(Continued an page 5) 


“witness a tangible improve- 
ment.” 

Mr. Jardaneh expected no 
change in the country's foreign 
indebtedness but said the ex- 
change rate of the dinar is ex- 
pects to remain stable and re- 
mittances from Jordanian ex- 
patriates were expected to go up. 

Mr. Jardaneh said the draft 
budget explains the government’s 
economic policy in the second 
year of the economic reform 
programme and reflects its aim of 
increasing self-reliance, directing 

• (Continued on page 5) 


Israeli 
soldier 
held hostage 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Muslim fundamentalists 
claimed to have kidnapped an 
Israeli policeman Sunday and 
threatened to kill him unless their 
spiritual leader was freed from an. 
Israeli prison. 

The army said a sergeant ma- 
jor. Nissim Toledano, was mis- 
sing and may be kidnapped. A 
statement by the kidnappers said 
he would be killed at 9 p.m. (1900 
GMT) if their demand was not 
met. v 

The apparent kidnapping was 
believed foe first of its kind since 
early 1989. when two Israeli sol- 
diers went missing and fun- 
damentalists offered a swap. One 
was later found dead. The other 
has never been found. 

Arab reports said two masked 
Palestinians delivered a state- 
ment Sunday morning to the In- 
ternational Committee of foe 
Red Cross branch in the West 
Bank town of Al Bireh. 

Signed by the military, wing of 
the Islamic Hamas movement, it 
demanded the release of Hamas 
leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin “or 
the soldier will be killed.” 

The statement came with a 
copy of a police ID card in 
Sgt.-Maj. Toledano's name. 

The army said Sgt.-Maj. Tole- 
dano went missing after leaving 
his home in the centra! Israeli city 
of Lod for work Sunday morning. 
Radio stations said he worked in 
Lod and was on foot. 

Security forces launched a hunt 
in the area. A police officer told 
his men to "search quarry by 
quany, place by place, house by 
house, wood by wood.” 

. The notice to the Red Cross 
demanded that Sheikh Yassin be 
released in the presence of 
ambassadors from Egypt, France, 
Sweden and Turkey. 

It demanded that Israel Televi- 
sion broadcast the release and 
that Israeli authorities pledge not 
to real rest Sheikh Yassin. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor have begun a 
private visit to Washington dur- 
ing which the King is expected to 
meet with Jordan's delegation to 
peace talks with Israel as well as 
senior officials of the outgoing 
U.S. administration, possibly 
President George Bush himself. 

The King and Queen flew to 
Washington Saturday from 
Rochester, Minnesota .-where the 
King underwent a medical check- 
up at the Mayo Clinic. His per- 
sonal physician. Dr. Samir Far- 
raj, said the King had folly reco- 
vered from the surgery he under- 
went in August. 

Mayo surgeons removed the 
King’s ureter in August after 
discovering a cancerous growth. 
The King’s left kidney also was 
removed to isolate malignancy. 
Doctors said then that they ex- 


pected a full recovery. 

The King left Amman on 
Thursday, flying his private plane 
on the 13-hour trip to Minnesota 
for the intended four-day check- 
up. He underwent tests Friday. 

“He’s quite well. We're leaving 
ahead of schedule. There's no 
need to stay,” said his press 
secretary, Vera Azar. 

King Hussein will undergo 
routine checkups of foe urinary 
tract every six months. He told 
reporters he would return to foe 
Mayo Clinic, but the check-ups 
also could be performed else- 
where, clinic spoksman Chris 
Gade said. 

“Since surgery, doctors re- 
mained confident that the entire 
malignancy had been removed. 
Yesterday's tests confirmed the 
complete success of foe surgery 
performed in late August. Mayo 
Clinic doctors and allied health 


staff who conducted yesterday’s 
tests and evaluated the results 
found no, abnormalities.” said a 
statemenyeleased by Dr. Farraj. 

“I am in "excellent shape and 
the results are all extremely en- 
couraging. Everything is back to 
normal and I am .very happy to 
have the opportunity to be with 
my friends again here and with 
the results of the exams and 
investigation/' the King told re- 
porters hr Mayo Clinic. 

In reply to a. question on the 
U.S. intervention in Somalia, the 
King said: “I feel very strongly 
that whatever is possible lo do 
there to save lives and to save a 
people from this humanitarian 
tragedy is. ^-soipe thing all of us 
should welcome and be... associ- 
ated with.” 

On Bosnia, he said: “We are 
(Continued on page 5) 


3 Palestinians, Israeli 
killed in surging violence 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM • 

Gaza withdrawal proposed 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Three PaleMinians 
and an Israeli soldier were killed 
on the weekend as* the toll 
mounted in the bloodiest two 
weeks of unrest in foe occupied 
territories since the start of Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

The deaths Saturday and Sun- 
day raised the total this month to 
11 Palestinians and five Israelis, 
with mass demonstrations against 
Israeli occupation shaking the 
Gaza Strip and Palestinians 
ambushing Israeli troops. 

An Israeli army jeep was 
ambushed for the second time ; n 
six days, killing a soldier, criticc 1 - 
ly wounding an officer and light ' y 
wounding a soldier. 

As in last Monday’s attack in 
Gaza which killed three soldiers, 
the’ guerrillas raked a jeep with 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli ministers proposed on 
Sunday the army withdraw from- 
the occupied Gaza Strip. 

The idea to withdraw Israeli 
forces before a permanent agree- 
ment on the occupied territories 
is reached was floated after three 
Israeli soldiers were killed in an 
ambush last week. 

“There is room to consider 
within a period of a year and a 
half or two years ... that a un- 
ilateral withdrawal from Gaza is a 
possibility,” Health Minister 
Haim Ramon of the ruling 
Labour Party told reporters after 
the weekly cabinet meeting. 
Several ministers from Labour’s 
two coalition partners, Shas and 
Meretz, backed withdrawal from 
Gaza at 'the meeting. 


Israeli, Palestinian water 
experts to continue talks 


ZURICH (R) — Israeli and 
Palestinian scientists afa confer- 
ence on the problems of sharing 
Middle East water resources 
failed to reach substantial agree- 
ment on major issues, but said 
Sunday they planned to go on 
talking. 

The four-day academic confer- 
ence in Zurich was the first of its 
kind. 

Leading delegates from both 
sides stressed the conference did 
not seek to produce formal re- 
commendations for diplomats in- 
volved in Middle East peace 
negotiations. 

Talks on water resources will 
continue in Geneva in February. 

The Zurich conference was 
jointly organised by the Truman 
Institute of the Hebrew Universi- 
ty and foe Jerusalem Centre for 
Strategic Studies. 

Water is a major area of dis- 
pute between Israel and the 
Arabs. Israel draws over half its 
fresh water from the springs and 
rivers of the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank. 

The region is arid, and all 
countries there face serjous water 
shortages by the turn' of the 
century. Both the Israelis and the 
Arabs see water as a vital 
strategic resource. 


Israeli 'professor Moshe Maoz, 
director at the Truman Institute, 
told Reuters that finding answers 
to foe issue was a key element in 
achieving lasting peace. 

“Water is only one of the 
issues, and it’s one of the simpler 
ones, but it is important,” be 
said. 

“You can't achieve a complete 
water settlement before you have 
a political settlement, but we can 
prepare the ground, influence 
potitirians and public opinion,” he 
added. 

Palestinian co-chairman Jad 
Isaac told delegates during foe 
conference that for any peace to 
be lasting, it must formulate an 
equitable plan for sharing foe 
region’s water. 

“A dispassionate and sustain- 
able formula is urgently needed,” 
Mr. Isaac, of the Centre for 
Strategic Studies, said. 

Mr. Maoz said the two organis- 
ing bodies had agreed to establish 
joint research projects on water 
and on other issues, and to set up 
an information data base to foster 
exchange of information. 

Although delegates had thus 
far failed to reach agreement on a 
common statement, they had 

(Continued on page 5) 


Egypt: No mercy for Muslim militants 


New Sudanese rebel group to be set up 


CAIaO (R) — Egypt, in a com- 
munique published on Sunday, 
vowed no mercy in its nationwide 
offensive ordered by President 
Hosni Mubarak to crush Islamic 
extremism. 

“The government has decided 
to proceed ... mercilessly with its 
strikes on the roots of terrorism 
to rid Egypt from this lost 
group,” said a cabinet statement 
published in newspapers after a 
weekly meeting Saturday night. 

Thousands of police and para- 
military troops armed with shot- 
guns and automatic rifles with 
fixed bayonets were still cordon- 
ing off streets and rounding up 
suspects In the slum district of 
Imbaba early Sunday. 

“This phenomenon is being 
finished. The operation is almost 
over,” M*. Mubarak’s press 
spokesman Mohammad Abdul 
Moneim said referring to the 
massive sweep through Cairo 
slums. 

“We're uprooting them. Egypt 
is unlike other countries m the 


region; it will not tolerate extrem- 
ism and terrorism. It will crush 
them,” he told Reuters in on 
interview Saturday. 

“We have to put an end lo 
terrorism. This is a fast encoun- 
ter. It is foe first such serious 
encounter.” 

Mr. Moneim said more than 
600 suspects, including key mem- 
bers of the Gama'a Al Islamiya 
(Islamic Group), bad been de- 
tained in the sweep in the Imbaba 
slum began Tuesday. 

In an apparent response, the 
Islamic Group warned foreigners 
in a statement Saturday to be 
cautious, saying the militants 
would step up their fight with the 
state security forces. 

“We urge foreigners, Muslims 
and non-Muslims, to be cautious 
because we will proceed in de- 
fending ourselves through all the 
available legitimate means,” an 
Islamic Group spokesman said. 

A surge of militant-related vio- 
lence has killed more than 72 
people this year. In a new tactic. 


the militants began attacking 
foreign tourists to deprive the 
state of a key source of income. 

One British woman was killed 
and five Germans were wounded 
in two attacks. As a result, there 
has been 40 percent cancellations 
by tourists, officials said. 

In Imbaba. most shops opened 
Sunday and activity was virtually 
normal blit tension ran high in 
some militant quarters. 

Feelings of residents about the 
security operation were mixed. 

"We’re troubled. The whole 
area is paralysed. We haven't 
been working since Tuesday. . 
What's happening here does not 
please us/’ said factory worker 
Salah Naccachc. 

“They haven’t done any harm 
to us. We haven’t seen anything, 
of them that annoyed us/' said a 
woman who did not give her 
name. 

Ramadan Abdul Al, 54. a 
carpenter said: “We’re happy the 
government is arresting those 
troublemakers.” 


CAIRO (AP) — A group of 
disbanded Sudanese political par- 
ties will soon establish a new 
anti-government alliance aimed 
at overthrowing the military reg- 
ime by a popular uprising, 
Sudanese opposition leaders said 
Sunday. 

The new group, which will be 
officially founded in London next 
month, will comprise mainly the 
centrist Umma Party and. Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party (DUP). 
both with Islamic tendencies, the 
Communist Party and a number 
of smaller parties. 

“There is a revival of the DUP 
and Umma and Communist par- 
ties and other nationalists now. 
We have united hands and come 
together lo write a charter to 
change the government and re- 
place it," A! Sherif Zein Al Abi- 
deen Al Hindy. secretary general 
of the DUP. rold the Associated 
Press. 

Asked how they intended to 
change the government, the for- 


mer deputy prime minister and 
foreign minister said: “By a 
popular uprising, and we hope 
friendly nationalists in the army 
will support us.” 

Mr. Hindy said it would prob- 
ably be called the nationalist or 
democratic front. 

But neither he nor others inter- 
viewed said what- 'the new 
alliance's platform would be if it 
came to power. 

Mr. Hindy said many of the 
new group's members were work- 
ing underground in Sudan, while 
others like himself were in exile 
in Egypt or in Britain. Mr: Hindy 
held his posts under the 
democratically-elected civilian 
government of Prime Minister 
Sadek Al Mahdi until it was 

overthrown on June 30, 1989. 

• 

Sudan's more than 30 political 
parties were disbanded when 
Omar H assart Al Bashir came to 
power in the military coup. 

Gen. Bashir's Muslim fun- 
damentalist regime has vowed 


never to allow the parties to 
return, and has established a 
Li by an -style system of elected 
committees at grass root levels to 
allow popular participation in loc- 
al government and decision mak- 
ing. 

Egypt doubles border posts 

Egypt has doubled to 20 its 
border posts in a disputed border 
area with Sudan, a Defence 
Ministry source said Sunday. 

The source was responding to a 
question about Sudanese accusa- 
tions that Egypt has sent military 
reinforcements to the disputed 
area of Halaib which overlooks 
the Red Sea. Sudan warned of 
“unfavourable consequences” of 
the act. 

But Sudanese Ambassador 
Ezzeddin Hamed, who met with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, expressed his country’s de- 
sire to solve the problem peace- 
fully. 


The proposal, consistent With a 
long-time Labour position, did 
not extend to the West Bank. 

“If there is bo progress in the 
. political negotiations in Washing- 
ton and if the situation in the 
Gaza Strip continues to deterio- ' 
rate, we must weigh alternative 
actions,” said Energy Minister 
Amnon Rubinstein of the left- 
wing Meretz alliance. 

“We must think about a possi- 
ble realignment of our forces in 
the Gaza Strip so that soldiers 
will not be ...posed to .,/s bn: 
rage of hatred, stones and vio- 
lence and perhaps content 
ourselves with a much more li- 
mitediaEgKpce along borders of 
the GaSrStrip.” 


Opposition 
blames Sanaa 
fonts' 

SANAA (R) — A coalition of 
Yemeni opposition parties ac- 
cused foe government Sunday of 
turning peaceful demonstrations 
into riots and said it would carry 
out its o#n investigation to pun- 
ish ttaosff* responsible. 

A' statement by the National 
Congress, a coalition of five ma- 
jor opposition parties and 20 poli- 
tical and social groups, also urged 
foe army and security forces to 
disobey orders to fire at demon- 
strators. * 

“Cortfttmed information points 
at the role of the two ruling 
parties in turning peaceful de- 
monstrations into acts of violence 
which resulted in the loss of lives 
of dozens of people,” the state- 
ment said. 

Thf .National Congress said it 
"decided.. to carry out an- inves- 
tigation into the bloody events 
and the trial of those responsible 
for foe killing of the innocent.” 

Some 13 people died in four 
days of -cost-of-living riots. 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
said on .Wednesday that calls for 
strikes hfid'pay rises were" justi- 
fied “yet we are a poor country 
which needs more work and pro- 
duction.’’ 







■Middle East News 


Boudiaf assailant keeps his secret 


ALGIERS (R) — The killer of 
Algerian head of state Moham- 
mad Boudiaf emerged this 
weekend in an inquiry team's 
report as an intelligent and cold- 
ly- rations I Muslim. 

Bui after months of interroga- 
tion. the mystery behind the 
assassination remained. 

Idealistic, well-read and self- 
confident. Lembarek Boumaraf, 
the 26-year-old second-lieutenant 
named as BoudiaFs assassin, 
“held his head high to his ques- 
tioners... vigilantly reflecting be- 
fore replying and saying only 
what he wanted to tell them," the 
report said. 

Boumaraf last June carried out 
the Arab World’s most spectacu- 
lar assassination since Egypt's 
Anwar Sadat was slain in 1981. 

The report made public at the 
weekend showed that behind the 
self-confidence lay the frustration 
of a man raging against perceived 
injustices. 

"He came from a poor and 
mediocre family which he strug- 
gled hard to help.” the six investi- 
gators reported. 

“Feelings of frustration bpm 
from family poverty were embit- 
tered at Kolea school of cadets of 
the revolution and in the army in 


the face of certain inequalities 
and injustice." 

Since his capture in the eastern 
town of Annaba, where he shot 
Boudiaf in the head with two 
bursts of six or seven bullets and 
blasted his Iegs;‘with a grenade. 
Boumaraf has -been interrogated 
by security force specialists, 
psychiatrists and the commission 
members. 

After 1988. when then-presi- 
dent Chadli Benjedid broke the 
monopoly of the one-party ruling 
system to allow opposition, 
speeches by Islamic fundamental- 
isrs found a ready ear in 
Boumaraf. 

“Like thousands of young of 
his age. even in the army, he was 
able logically to adhere to the 
Islamic ideology, more exactly 
that of the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) party." the 
commission said. 

The comment was the most 
open official declaration of the 
FfS appeal to many of Algeria's 
14 million young, taking in the 
armed forces who are overwhel- 
mingly seen as the country's main 
barrier against the fundamentalist 
movement. 

The FIS was banned after elec- 
tions which the group appeared 



certain to win were cancelled 
earlier this year. Fundamentalists 
and security forces are now en- 
gaged in a cat-and-mouse struggle 
in which 170 security personnel 
have been killed since last 
February. 

Boumaraf was not “in a state of 
insanity” at the moment he 
struck, the psychiatrists had con- 
cluded. 

But his interrogation threw up 
contradictions. He spoke of plan- 
ning to kill Benjedid. former In- 
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care of you every 


of the way. 


Royal Jordanian is constantly spending time and effort to 
improve the standards of service both on the ground and in the 
air. 


from the time you check in you will be warmly welcomed and 
efficiently served. Once in the air you will enjoy fine, 
international cuisine, comfort and a varied choice of 
entertainment programmes. This is all blended with die 
customary warmth that our International crew extends to satisfy 
the taste of even the most discerning traveller. 
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tenor Minister Larbi Belkheir 
and Defence Minister Khaled 
Nezzar “responsible in his eyes 
for the deplorable situation of the 
people. Yet he did not try while 
he seems to have had the chance. 

“He pretended to defend the 
oppressed but also declared that, 
taking part in the anti-terrorist 
struggle, in repression, that he 
had always done his work ’nor- 
mally'.” the report said. 

“He coldly killed in the back a 
man of 73, a hero of (the) Nov. 1 
(revolution) but said he surren- 
dered after flight to avoid having 
to fight police and gendarmes; 
men of the people like himself.” 

The commission said Boumaraf 
was the only actual killer but 
admitted it could not accept he 
acted purely on his own. 

A letter found in his pocket, 
written about the killing but be- 
fore he struck, was in his writing. 

But, according to one of his 
close friends it “is not in his 
language, they are not his ideas. I 
know Boumaraf as a pious Mus- 
lim but without zeal." 

“The commission is thus led to 
consider that Boumaraf did not 
act alone, that behind him there 
were instigators, a group, an 
organisation,” the report said. 


Burg says racism 

in Israel similar 
to that in Germany 


bkI 


Israeli soldier kilted in SoufrLebam 


The Jerusalem Post “The Knesset mustdebatetbis 

1 Jerusaie fully, take action against 

ALMOST 40 per cent of Israeli racism, and find a 

Jews support Violence against disease before it spreads th»u£- 

Arabs in Response to acts of Arab «. the : county Mo am- 


Arabs in response to acts “*** The 

terror, while dose to 30 per cent mad 

favour exerting pressure on forum of feaeh Arab <***** 


TEL AVIV (A?) — An Israeli Soldier was kmed hti 
Saturday in South Lebanon, the aonysaid Saod^Tfc./ 
identified as Hunt. Bar Natan, 19, was participating m -■ 

activity” in IsraeTs “Scanty zone, Vfoelarmy adrfed.^., 
statement gave no further details, but added foat fo£j& 
being investigated. -Israel. carved, out tbe LiOOsqua^? . ■ 
zone in SoutK-Lebanon ip 1 985 when it withdrew - 

prevent cross-border attacks. ■ The area' is patrolledby^t ■ 
Israeli troops andmembersof the Israeli-foiKiced Statfr . , 
Army. . v ir 


Arabs' to leave the country, heads and bead of J h ^^^^' 
according to a survey released 


Sayby KnSset education Veteran Journalist andautbor 

committee to mark International Atallab _Mansour of Nazareth 


Human Rights Day. 

Sixty per cent of those sur- 


said he is concerned, but not 
greatly surprised, by the findings 

.a.. .... *‘T» ivmiW Kf> «. 


veyed aVree? when asked if of the survey -It be «■ 

hatred and violence 3gainsi pected that 20 years 


lid l I CU rffiu r~ * ... . - 

minorities in Israel could be com- wing government would be re- 
pared to the current situation in fleeted in attitudes m the street. 


Germany. 

“We can no longer ignore the 


he said. 

National Religious Party 


WV& Mil HV ^aWVJXBl XWW * - — v 

fart that there is racism and secretary MK Yitzhak Levy con- 
xenophobia in Israel similar to demned" the survey, saying it 

uihat ic onino nn in fiermanV and .k. nivnirlirM nf nrhrw 


... »>->■ - — - UCUU1CU L1M- aiu«wj, ■- 

what is going on in Germany and ree ked of the prejudices of who-' 
France,” said committee chair- ever had commissioned it. 


riaiiM;, — — ■ ever UdU LUIIUlUdMViibu iu 

man Avraham Burg (Labour), ‘"It is hard to avoid the impress- 
who commissioned the survey. ; on that there is someone taking 
The education ministry must alio- advantage of his position as 

fnni4c AnprnV and .a. - _ — ? _ - » - 


ALGIERS (R) — IJnknown attackers sbot deada ' ' ■ 

officer south of the thirti policeman Irifiedinfiia, 

official Algerian n<rws agency (APS) said Saturday; TV 
55-year-old divisional commissioner, was foe second — ■- 
policeman in the town of Blida since the assasstnatioufoe*>^ “ 

19 of a national security chief. APSsaid a polioftnan 
by Six armed men last Wednesday m Souidan Boud jrtn^ ft^ J 
just south of Algiers. Tbe attackers' too t feis weapaa aoi "" 

papers. On Friday, a policeman was shot dead in broadij „ . 

a market in foe Ben Zerga quarter in tire sootfteri^t , 

Algiers. More foan 180 ."members pf foe security! kook V 

killed since Febniary ur attacks blamed on TsIanacfea da^f 

Tbe latest deaths brought to 14 tbe number 

imposition of a night curfew in Algim midsznotnHfi^n^ . 

Dec. 5. • ~ 


-d Swiss businessman oh trial ih lrah: 


=•- _ CUULdUVni LUilllUIUW^ WIUUIUIMI »w 

manpower into the unit for attack the religious and national 
teaching democrat’ and coexist- ict nitKiir " t wv did in a state- 


teaching democracy’ and coexist- 
ence. h~e said. 

Burg was especially critical of 
foe religious educational streams. 


ist public,” Levy said in a state- 
ment. 

Education committee member 
Statu! Yahalom (NRP) said com- 


— T- ■ , - — aoaui xanaioin stuu wut- 

since religious and traditional in- paring the situation here to that 
dividuals questioned were the ^ Germany was a demonstration 
most extreme in their responses. stupidity, dosed-nnndedness. 


; — - — i , oi SLupuaiy, aiftcu-uunuomca. 

“We have to shake the ground 3^ a blunting of the senses, 
tinder religious education, he The survey was “an expression 


said. 

The survey, conducted byTefee- 


0 f foe self-hatred of ‘peaceniks’ 
and human rights activists, who 


. — .. ---- ana numan ngnts acuvisrs, woo 

ker, included a representative favour ^ right of Israel’s ene- 
sample of 501 Israeli Jews, uij^ to exist over the right of 
According to the results. 283 ^ own people’s survival," 

per cent of all respondent said yahalom said. 


they slightly or heavily favour 
extern ng pressure on Arabs to 


Likud MK Yehoshua Matza 


leave the country, while 39.4 per said he would present a motion 
cent said they identify either for foe agenda next week to 


“very much” or “quite a bit” with 
violence against Arabs. 


remove Burg from bis chair- 
manship. “It’s a disgrace to the 


Those who agreed with press- state of Israel and the Knesset 
cuing Arabs to leave included when a Jew with a Jdppa spreads 


Yemeni government daily 
wants partnership ended 


SANAA (R) — An official 
Yemeni daily has called on the 
country's two ruling parties to 
end their “futile” alliance and 
gjve the opposition a chance to 
rule. 

An editorial in the government 
daily A1 Thawra, in the wake of 
three days of rioting that engulfed 
six Yemeni cities and killed 12 
people, said Yemen needed an 
opposition and the possibility of 
an alternative government 

“The recent developments unc- 
overed foe futility of the means 
adopted to stay in power through 
the sharing of posts.. .and the 
double political attitudes which 
would eventually blow all of us 
away and harm the country's 
fate,” it said. 

The General People’s Congress 
(GPC) of President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh and the Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP), which ruled the 
former Marxist South Yemen, 
merged in May 1990. They share 
posts 50-50. 

According to the unity accord, 
the two parties were to rule until 
general elections are held. But 
dections scheduled for last 
month have been postponed to 
April 27. 

Politicians say the two parties 
have not yet decided whether to 


run as one party or end their 
partnership. 

Ai Thawra said the riots 
“proved that the economic 
situation. ..dictates changes- to 
allow opposition parties to hold 
power.” 

Rioters took to the streets to 
protest against an annual infla- 
tion rate of 100 per cent and lack 
of jobs in Yemen, one of foe 
world’s poorest countries. 

Opposition leaders accuse foe 
two ruling parties of being pre- 
occupied with political rivalry, 
leaving economic hardships to 
accumulate and plundering public 
funds. 

Yemen’s economy has slowed 
since aid from Gulf Arab states 
dried up because of its pro-Iraq 
sympathy during the Gulf war. It 
also lost $1.4 billion in annual 
remittances from a million Yeme- 
ni workers expelled from foe oil- 
rich Gulf states. 

President Saleb said in a televi- 
sion interview Wednesday that 
the opposition should be given a 
chance to rule. 

“If this leadership is unable to 
solve the financial and adminis- 
trative matters, to tell tbe “truth, 
it must give the chance for other 
parties to shoulder this responsi- 
bility,” he said 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 12. Aqaba 22 Humidity readings: 
Amman 80 per cent. Aqaba 42 per 


Khalifch pharmacy 985417 
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Electric Power 

Cdmpany 63638) 

RJ Flight Information ......... 08-53200 

Queen Alia loti. Airport 08-53200 
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It will he parity cloudy and ruin wj|| 
fall in all pans of I be country. Winds 
will be westerly moderate to fresh. As 
of Tuesday a deep depression will 
effect Jordan causing rain all over the 
Kingdom. In Aqaba winds will be 
northerly modcruie and seas calm. 
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MinJMu. temp. 

Amman 7 M2 
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NICOSIA (R); — The trial of aSwiss fausiniE^m^ c^r^ : " ' 
illegal receipt of raflftai? iofonnatjfn has opened ia-/ 
official Iranian news agency IRNA said. IRNA quoted 
court as saying Saturday foat foe trial of Haus^Buetaer wt 
way.” It did not say when foe trial had started. Mr. B 
5 1 -year-old salesman of coding equipment, was arrested € 5 * ' 
m March while on a business trip. He is also charged w 
military contacts, bribery, illegal alcohol con^nption : 'i . • 
IRNA called “having illegal contacts vofo^am&n _* 
agency gave no farther details. - 


'Saddam syndrome 1 hff Israel in Giuff 


TEL AVIV (R) — A “bedside visit” by' a Hebrew- - * 
Saddam Hussein was just one symptom of foe **Sadda»sj -- r 
that plagued several Said- shocked Israelis dtmngfoe^5t -- 


21.7 per cent of foe secular re- a blood-libel against his own 
1 spondents. 30.7 per cent of foe brethren, ” he said, 
traditional, and 40.6 per cent of “Burg has created a new Pro- 
foe religious. tocols of the Elders of Zion. 

On the question of violence Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
towards Arabs following acts of trying in London to arouse the 
Arab terror, those reacting conscience of the world against 
favourably included 32. 1 per cent Nazi racism, and here coroes 
of the secular 45:3 per cent of the Burg saying that we are like the 
tratfoonti, and ^6.4 of rhe reli- Nazi skinheads,” Matza added, 
gious. - - • - -c.-j > ‘Tbere^^o«SBehr^Rog-aA hatred 

Israeli Arabs expressed shbek^ 'against "AfafiS' because they are, 
and concern over the findings cf. Arabs.. .(this is) a struggle for sur-; 
foe survey and called on' tb£/£ rival in the only tiny strip of land, 
government to take urgent steps still left to foe Jewish people," he : 
to remedy the situation. said. 


! hospital, south of Tel Aviv,- told- army radio. “AS-cf?^^ • 
Saddam Hussein ‘with their own eyes' in visual huSocm! 

I beard his voice, or ‘saw (chemical) gas’ coming t hr ou gh!! 
he said. In one case, Dr. Talroon said, the Iraqi president . 
before an aghast woman while she was in bed and “spok^ ' . . v . 
Hebrew. Iraq launched about 40 Scud missiles against isnr ___ 
the war, causing extensive damage. but few casualrties: I3f ' ' ' 
said Kaplan Hospital treated six cases, and be was sure# - •[]' 
more at other hospitals. He said four of the six have rec^S ’j ' . 
two sufferers were still receiving periodic treatirrattr 1 '- •- 


Kuwait arrests 7 Iranian infiltrators^ - 


KUWAIT £/(R>: *«- /Knvaitt amtiymties arrested isesoi ' 
infiltrators Saturday- buL were stilt 'sacking about d3C$ ~ 
official. Kuwait 14ews. Agency (KJJNA) ^said. The - 

'eyewitnesses as saying some 2Q banians entetsxLKarr,- * - 
illegally from foe direction of foe^tea affld. bid ii£?: 

residential area. Security forces immediately summpcW 

and arrested seven of them. KUNA said Kuwait had fo fl? 
earlier attempts by Iranians to enter the country 


Bomb damages Indian diplomat 1 s car ir»Tt 


ANKARA (R) — A bomb damaged foe car of an Indian « 
in Ankara Saturday but caused no casualties, the Auric 
agency reported. It said foe bomb, which was pJame&|| 
shattered nearby windows. There was no munediattS 
responsibility for the attack. • 


Taiwan, S. Arabia to discuss refinery verr 


ap 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan and Saudi Arabia will discuss fa 
joint-venture oil refinery with a capacity of 150,000 bands 
at economic talks this month, the semi-official Ctenfo 
Agency said. Taiwan would benefit from the project by se 
stable supply of oil products, Chen Kuo- Yung,, p«si 
Taiwan's state-owned Chinese Petroleum Corporation, t: .. . - 
agency Saturday. He said Saudi Arabia, which is Taiwan’; ' - 
supplier of crude oil, views the island as an important nod;' ■; • 
Chen said the talks would ■ focus jpnideciding tbe hcadfs.. 
refinery. Saudi Arabia hopes to build ft in Taiwan but foe : ‘ ~ = f 
land shortage and environmental regulations maypiWOL:- 
said. The economic talks in Saudi i^abia at the end of this - : . 

will be tbe first since Riyadh switched diplomatic recogo 
China from Taiwan in 1990. Despite the diplomatic break,' 
has sought to maintain close economic ties with Saudi 


Azerbaijan sends ambassador, to Tehr 


NICOSIA (AP) — The first ambassador to Iran from thejR 1 * 
of Azerbaijan submitted his credentials Saturday to j 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, the Islamic Republic News ■ . 
reported.. The agency said foe ambassador, whom it Went : , 
Nassib Massibzadeh, said Azerbaijan regarded Iran not or ; . 
“friendly neighbour” but as a “brethren country. 1 ' He s 
government appreciated assistance Iran has given r to- ’ 
independent republics of the former Soviet Union, the agent 
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Jordan signs JD22m 
s °«‘van from Italy 


By Peter Saiers 


srj? - 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


JT0£ - President of Iraqf transport association 
‘ J '“^#hret in Amman 

iriaimk kWAN (Petra) — President of the Iraqi Land Transport 
‘QfioaHtion Mohammad Lifta arrived in Amman Sunday on a 
' _ _ tse-day veit to Jordan. Mr. Lifta will hold talks with the 

~ '".'■"^'■adeiit of the General Federation of Workers in Land 

. .^'wsport and Mechanics Ibrahim Al Ajarmeh on cooperation 

• between the two institutions. Mr. Lifta will also meet with 

_ ^--.feraj of the federation's members for talks on means of 
_ " •- jfBoting cooperation between the Iraqi and Jordanian associa- 

- ardan, Iraq universities sign agreement 

iJMAN (Petra) — A scientific and cultural cooperation 
(eement was signed Sunday between the University of Jordan 
r, , ; d the Iraqi Saddam University of Islamic Sciences. The 

• 1 ai S3, jji ^eement arach was signed at the University of Jordan provides 

■ exchanging visits by professors from the two universities to 

- ".-fiver lectures, participate in seminars and conduct researches. 
:. -c agreement also provides for exchanging studies and pttblica- 

a* well as visits by students from the two universities. The 
foment was signed on behalf of the University of Jordan by its 
~ : -^sftleat Fawzi Gharaibeh and die Iraqi university by its 
' ‘ tadcnt Mohammad Al Saeed. 

.. f ater and Irrigation ministry opens 
^pjdtshop 

- ■ ^JMAN (Petra) — Water and Irrigation Minister Samir Qawar 
- e^Sunday at the ministry a workshop which aims to enhance 

- - trails' of directors of the water departments all over Jordan. At 

- ' -- -^opening ceremony, Mr. Qawar reviewed the stages of the 
' • • " - *mistrative reform programme carried out by the Min is try of 

- • ~?BtErand Irrigation. He said the ministry gives due attention to 

t . t centralisation, adding that directors in the govemorates will be 

! ■ "■ .^tC'iwmorepowers to enable them to serve citizens in a better 
inner. The minister pointed out that a recently-formed conunit- 
~ - - ^wsiBpay&fal visits to the Kingdom’s govemorates and districts 
. . examine the water situation'. The three-day workshop will 
{echoes on -the administrative reform prog ramm e, faefli- 
.tv ■ r\ ; iD|pMraucratic procedures, maintenance works, improving 
■ ■; wces arid several other issues. 
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Agriculture minister 
calls for Arab strategy 


rir * ^ijc ,,l V /fc Jnrtian 77 pectcd tQ make a “healthy impact 

- W;^aa/ to the Jordan Times on the economy,” according to 

: W 7. • . T , . , Mustafa Al Saleh, head of the 

MAN — Italy and Jordan bilateral cooperation division at 

- '-'ip-red an agreement Sunday, the ministry 

^KK^r» th Mr?o# d0 T Dr - Saleh “'d that this agree- 
i. . . 46 billion lira (JD 22 mil- ment provides “mutual benefits" 

: - /rtr.Qtoan w finance imports to for both sides because the m- 

601,1 y 2' t crease in Italian exports will help 

' J tek?an. which was signed by the sluggish economy P 

■ ?Sr ,U ^ d ° . ^*der the terms of repayment, 

--din., S Si* of 36 instalments is due in 

11 *lgrfFknz,wlli finance Jordanian 12 years with an annual interest 
aases of Italian raw mate- rate of one per cent. 

• ' chemical products and in r Disbursements of the loan are 

‘ : i and agricultural equip- available for both private and 

... jC . ... governmental companies and ao- 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Sun- 
day urged Arab countries to join 
hands with the Kingdom in a 
collective effort to increase food 
production and help fanners in 
areas with limited rainfall to cre- 
ate pasture lands and increase 
livestock. 

Addressing the opening of a 
regional workshop attended by 
delegates from seven countries. 
Minister of Agriculture Fayez 
Khasawneh said that a general 
strategy is badly needed to help 
areas with 200-350 millimetres of 
annual rainfall develop and con- 
tribute to the general effort of 
ensuring food security. 

Dr. Khasawneh thanked the 
International Centre for Agri- 
cultural Research in Dry Areas 
(ICARDA) and other institutions 
for helping Jordan to increase 
barley production. Delegates 
from Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Cyprus, 
Lebanon, Turkey and Morocco 
are taking part in the three-day 
workshop to discuss means of 
increasing barley production and 
utilising pastures in areas which 
receive up to 350 millimetres of 
rain. 

ICARDA, which is organising 
the workshop, said 80 researchers 
and specialists from the seven 
countries, in addition to 14 from 
ICARDA, are participating in 
the workshop and wilt discuss the 
results of 25 studies conducted in 
dry areas. It said that the work- 
shop is part of a regional Mashreq 
project which is financed by the 
U.N. Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment (AFESD). The five-year 
project aims at increasing the 
productivity of barley pasture and 
livestock in Syria, Jordan and 
Iraq. 




Fayez Khasawneh 

Referring to progress in the 
project. Dr. Nasri Haddad. 
(CAR DA’s regional coordinator, 
told the audience that much prog- 
ress has been achieved in the 
three Arab countries thanks to 
the agricultural skills and political 
will. 

AFESD representative Samir 
Haddad told the meeting that 
there was a need to narrow the 
widening gulf between food con- 
sumption and food production. 
Arab countries’ imports of food 
supplies rose from $8 billion in 
the mid-1970s to nearly $24 bil- 
lion in the early 1990s and this 
trend is expected to continue and 
reach $60 billion by the end of the 
present century, Mr. Haddad 
noted. 

ICARDA also focuses on hu- 
man resources development by 
training technical staff and orga- 
nising study tours and workshops 
to enhance information ex- 
changes. 



More rain storms to come 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is in 
for rain and thundery storms 
starting Monday evening accord- 
ing to the Department of 
Meteorology Sunday. 

A statement said that the east- 
ern Mediterranean region is cur- 
rently under the effect of a low 
depression centred over Cyprus 
and accompanied by a cold air 


mass from northern Europe 
which will move toward Jordan. 

As of Monday evening there 
will be a gradual decrease in 
temperatures, while winds and 
rain will increase in intensity with 
hail first falling on the northern 
regions which will extend later to 
other parts of the Kingdom, the 
department said. 


More Home News on 
page5 


Environment centre to be established in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An interna- 
tional conference held last week 
in Uruguay has approved Jor- 
dan's request for the establish- 
ment of a regional centre in Am- 
man offering training on environ- 
ment related matters. The 
announcement was made by 
Saleh Al Sharee, director of the 
environment department at the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the environment fol- 
lowing his return from the confer- 
ence. 

A total of 35 countries repre- 
senting the signatories of the 1989 
Basel agreement which attended 
the conference agreed that Jor- 


dan should host a regional centre 
Arab and Middle East region in 
training personnel in matters re- 
lated to the management and 
disposal of dangerous waste. 

Dr. Sharee told the Jordan 
Times that the centre in Jordan 
wilt be one of seven regional 
centres to be established around 
the world. He said that no 
budgets had yet been allocated 
for the project, but the Basel 
conference's general secretariat 
was shouldering the project, with 
contributions from various in- 
dustrial countries. 

Dr. Sharee, who participated 
in the conference on behalf of 


Jordan, said that the Basel agree- 
ment was signed in the Swiss city 
of Basel by representatives of 1 10 
nations which pledged to cooper- 
ate with the united Nations En- 
vironment Programme (UNEP) 
to maintain constant watch on the 
changing state of the environ- 
ment, to assess problems using a 
wide-range of data and techni- 
ques, and to promote projects 
leading to environmentally-sound 
development. 

In the six-day Uruguay confer- 
ence Dr. Sharee said a host of 
questions pertaining to the imple- 
mentation of the agreement and 
the exchange of information 


among the signatories and legisla- 
tions at the national level com- 
plying with the provisions of the 
agreement were reviewed. 

Speakers at the conference 
stressed the fact that 95 per cent 
of dangerous waste was produced 
by industrial northern nations of 
the globe, with detrimental 
effects on third world countries. 
Dr. Sharee said. 

He said that the delegates re- 
commended that industrial na- 
tions immediately stop exporting 
dangerous waste and come up 
with means of helping third world 
countries in disposing of their 
own waste. 


Dana Wildlife Reserve to be 
promoted as a viable tourist site 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Representa- 
tives of 10 ministries and govern- 
ment departments gathered for a 
meeting in Amman Sunday to 
discuss ways of promoting the 
Dana Wildlife Reserve in south 
Jordan. 

The reserve near the city of 
Tafileh encompasses 150 square 
kilometres ranging from wooded 
mountains to scrub land. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation (JCO) were among 
the first departments to join 
hands with the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) to develop the region. 
Discussions at the Sunday meet- 
ing attended by RSCN President 
Anis Muasher also tackled means 
of restoring the Dana village near 
the reserve in a bid to attract 
more tourists. One of the main 
results of the meeting was a deci- 
sion by the Ministry of Public 
Works to asphalt the road linking 
Ain Lahza and the tourist camp 
in the Dana reserve, a distance of 
about seven kilometres. 

The Dana reserve is one of the 
few areas where large popula- 
tions of larger mammals may 
survive, according to the RSCN. 
The mountain gazelle, ibex and 
striped hyaena are among the 
species present at the reserve. 

RSCN Director Maher Abu 
Jaafar said in a statement after 
the meeting that the society was 
enlisting the help of various pri- 
vate and public organisations in 
Jordan in order to preserve the 
cultural heritage in the Dana 
district and at the same time 
promote tourism and encourage 
visitors to the reserve: 

For its part, die Ministry of 
Agriculture has prepared com- 
prehensive plans to develop cul- 





Anhnah roam freely at the Dana WIk&tie Reserve 


livable areas around Dana and is 
planning ro plant apple trees and 
vines on a large scale. Mr. Abu 
Jaafar noted. 

He said that the Noor A! Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF) has con- 
ducted a survey and set up a 
community centre in Dana village 
in order to promote cultural and 
social activities among the local 
inhabitants. The community cen- 
tre is currently operating a bee- 
breeding project which is*: fi- 
nanced' by the Development and 
Employment Fund which don- 
ated JD 10.000. 

The JCO, Mr. Abu Jaafar said 


contributed to the development 
of the area by setting up women 
societies and providing them with 
handicraft skills particularly in 
tile field of precious stones to be 
sold to tourists. The Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NRA) had 
helped in locating the areas 
where such stones can be mined, 
he addded. NRA sources said 
that the area is rich in minerals 
until at least 11 types of precious 
stones, some of which had been 
displayed at JCO exhibitions held 
in Jordan and abroad. 

For Hs'part the RSCN has set 
up a control tower at the entrance 


of the reserve. It has rebuilt 
walls, restored 25 old homes, 
constructed pavements to the 
main streets of the village and 
carried out other related restora- 
tion work. 

Chairing the meeting was 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment Dr. 
Abdul Razzak Tubeishat. Later 
the minister chaired a meeting to 
discuss progress in promoting the 
Azraq water reserve which is 
financed by the World Bank and 
under the supervision of the Un- 
ited Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP). 


2CL appoints (Zomceni 
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International Computers Limited ( ICL ), is a U.K. based Computer 
manufacturer and a member of the Fujitsu group of companies, thus 
forming the second largest computer corporation worldwide, and which by 
the year 2000 aims to take premier position. 

ICL operates in 70 countries, with 27000 staff and a turnover of around $4 
billion. Last year $450 million were ploughed back into R&D, with the parent 
company Fujitsu investing around $2 billion. l 

ICL’s vision of Open Systems computing can be traced back to the 70’s 
and its leadership in Open Systems came as a result of a string of industry, 
“firsts”, including the first open mainframe. 

1978 ICL develops the 7 layer model for computer communication that 
is the basis for Open Systems Interconnection (OSI) standards. 

1984 ICL becomes a founding member of X/Open. 

1989 ICL becomes a founding member of Unix International that was 
instrumental in setting out the future direction of Unix. 

1990 ICL launches the first implementation of Unix System V Release 4 
on Sparc systems conforming to XPG3 and IEEE POSIX1 003.1. 

1991 ICL announces Open Framework and Open VME to provide XPG3 
and POSIX 1003.1. 

ICL is the only Information Technology company able to offer open systems 
across its entire product range, from PC’s through to the mid-range, to 
mainframes. ICL offers a straight forward approach, covering the platform, 
development tools and application software. ICL is the first Information 


Technology company to achieve X/Open certification across its entire 
hardware product range, from PC workstations through mid-range sys- 
tems, to mainframes. 

ICL’s commitment to providing high value, open business solutions has set 
the company apart, propelling it through 10 years of consistently profitable 
growth. 

Comcent Trading and Contracting Company is one of the oldest computer 
suppliers in Jordan representing many well-known brands in the computer 
industry (WANG, MITAC, CALCOMP, CANON, CITIZEN, ACT KINDLE) and 
offering related computer services, tailored application software, computer 
supplies and accessories. 



Contract Signature - Mithkal Asfour Vice Chairman of Comcent 
and Kenneth Wilson Business Development Manager of ICL- 
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Annus mirabilis 
after all 

WHAT BETTER way to end this annus horribilis and 
look forward to the new year than hearing the good 
news that His Majesty King Hussein has been given a 
clean bill of health only four months after undergoing 
cancer surgery. Ever since cancer was diagnosed in the 
King’s urinary tract fear and anxiety have haunted 
Jordanians about their King's health. Now any linger- 
ing doubts about the King's fitness were put to rest 
following the conclusion of his medical tests at Mayo 
Clinic. It goes without saying that the whole country 
will now sigh with relief and begin to look forward to a 
fresh start on every conceivable level. 

The Kingdom’s determination to pursue its domestic 
goals and external objectives can also be expected to 
get a new boost as the country becomes more robust 
than ever at the up to date revelation that all is well 
with the King. The first beneficiary of this promising 
information will be the democratisation process on 
which the Monarch personally is pinning much hope. 
It so happens that the march towards foil democracy 
in Jordan is in the midst of a soul-searching debate on 
the draft legislation on the freedom of press and 
publication. There is both a domestic and international 
concern that the adoption of the proposed taw as it is 
would effectively frustrate the determinated efforts to 
democratise political life in the country. Whatever the 
merits or demerits of the local and external concerns 
about the law are, it would he prudent to examine 
these objections in a democratic spirit appropriate to 
the new era. 

On the regional level, there are several - policy 
considerations that could be most affected' by the 
positive and reassuring disclosures about the King’s 
health. On the one hand there is the peace process 
which is dependent to a considerable extent on the 
stability of the Kingdom. The leadership of King 
Hussein per se is obviously a significant factor that is 
bound to determine the course of the peace talks 
between Israel and the various Arab parties. Being 
committed to the search for a peaceful resolution of the 
Arab-Israeli conflicts, the King’s role and participa- 
tion are clearly indispensable for the success of both 
the bilateral and multilateral peace negotiations. 

On the other hand there is still a great deal to be 
done to heal the wounds that ensued from the Gulf war 
in 1991. The principled position of the King on the 
future of inter-Arab relations in the aftermath of the 
Gulf crisis and his visionary landscape for restructur- 
ing the Arab World on the edifice of multi-party 
democracy cannot but leave permanent marks on the 
shape and form of the Middle East region as a whole as 
well as on the future of the Arab Nation from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Gulf. All of os who are 
concerned about the successes of these policy consid- 
erations are joyous to realise that King Hussein will be, 
God willing, on the helm, leading Jordan towards the 
fulfilments of Its national aspirations. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT daily Sunday discussed human rights violations commit- 
ted by the Israeli forces in the occupied Gaza Strip in the wake of 
attacks that resulted in the death of three Israeli troops in the 
area. While we hear the leaders of the European Community in 
Edinburgh pressing their deep concern over the atrocities and 
serious human rights violations in the occupied Arab land, we 
continue to witness an escalation of Israeli repression against the 
Palestinians, said the daily. There is no doubt that the commun- 
ity countries realise that these violations have been going on for 
years and it is time that they did something and interfered to put 
an end to these malpractices, said the paper. What has been going 
on in Gaza and Jenin in the occupied West Bank is no doubt the 
result of direct orders from the Israeli leadership-which continues 
to deal with the Arab population with acts of terrorism, the paper 
said. What is astonishing and gives rise to dismay is the fact that as 
the European Community continues to issue declarations and 
statements supporting the rights of the Palestinians, it announces 
plans for responding to Israel's requests to bolster Israeli- 
European economic ties, the paper pointed out. It said the 
atrocities which Israel is committing against the Arab population 
should Ibe sufficient cause for the Europeans to refrain from 
giving in to Israel's demands. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ka’i daily demanded that the Arab writers 
and intellectuals holding meetings in Amman give due attention 
to employing their literary work for the sake of reestablishing 1 
solidarity among Arab states. The Arab Writers Union opened 
their 18th meeting in Amman Saturday against a background of ! 
disarray among Arab leaderships and splits and divisions within 
the Arab World, said Mahmoud Shuqair. The multitude of Arab 
writers and inrdfectuafc gathering in Amman should serve as a 
catalyist helping the Arabs to resume their collective action in the 
political, social and economic Fields, said the writer. The 
intellectuals are meeting at a time when many Arab states are 
serving as agents to the foreign (Towers at the expense of national 
principles, values and interests, he added. Al the same time he 
said, the Arabs are being subjected to a ferocious campaign 
designed to influence their belief and shake their self-confidence: 
and it is the duty of the intellectuals and writers to assume a major 
role in confronting such harmful campaigns. We do not expect 
miracles from the writers union, but we hope to see concrete and 
positive results and something really beneficial contributing 
towards ending imer-Arab disputes; 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By 


Democracy and the peace process 


ARE the Arab negotiating parties playing cat and mouse with 
their peoples when they privately gioal over the successes 
achieved in the negotiating process but publically deny them? The 
distinct impression often given by the Arab negotiating teams is 
one that suggests preference for highlighting the difficulties and 
downgrading any advancement in the peace talks. The explana- 
tion for this schizophrenia in the peace talks may lie in the fear 
often entertained by the Arab side that any signal of achievements 
may be construed by the people as suggesting unforgivable Arab 
concessions to the Israeli side. 

Unfortunately, status quo or better still no reports of progress 
at ait are viewed as the clearest message that the Arab side has not 
made an iota of concessions to their Israeli counterpan? and 
therefore the Arab governments may escape any heat that could 
be generated by the announcement of a breakthrough here and 
there. 

There will come a time, however, when the Arab governments 
will have to be more candid with their respective people? and act 
less shameful for trying in earnest to strike the best deal available 
with Israel. This issue is obviously connected with the democra- 
tisation process which has yet to sprout roots in man\ Arab 
countries and which, where it has sprung up roots, they are not 
deep enough. There is still little trust between Arab governments 
and their people due to generations of suspicion and mistrust that 


accumulated throughout the past decades. This fact could explain 
the non-involvement of the Arab masses in the peace process 
altogether till now. 

By and large, the Arab peoples, even in the countries most 
concerned about the peace talks, are mere spectators that are 
kept constantly and purposefully at arms length by their respec- 
tive governments from the various stages of the negotiating 
process. This has got to change sooner or later because when the 
time comes to seal an accord, the peoples of the Arab countries 
participating in the peace parleys would have to have an 
opportunity to bless or reject any such peace treaty. The most 
effective wav to invoke the masses, especially the educated ones 
among them, is to start telling them the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. 

If there is prosress. it would be better for all concerned to know 
that there is progress. There is obviously no justification to 
remain apologetic”or defensive about any breakthrough, as the 
one achieved between Jordan and Israel a few weeks ago on the 
so-called "agenda." Not only were there official attempts to water 
down the agreement arrived* at with Israel, there also were efforts 
to even deny the agreement altogether. The government must 
have forgotten ihat j'ordan is sending its experts to the negotiating 
rooms to strike a deal with their Israeli counterparts. Often one 
gets the impression that the government is ashamed of admitting 


the registration of progress when in fact there js.ssra 
By the same token,’, when there is no agreeroenf:^ 
there is no harm in informing Oie public about such rfj 
due course. That does not mean that every .detag; ^ . 
connected with the art negotiation* needs to beexpo; 
public. It is common knowledge that not aUthe-begotJ® 
in the possession of the respective negotiating -tea® 
revealed lest such disclosures damage the negotiating 
Still, on major issues and topics, there is no jasbGc 
keeping a lid of secrecy on failures or successes o£tb£pe: 
What all this boils down to is the need to introduce & 
at a faster pace in die Arab countries. espsaaU/zhfcg 
conducting peace talks with. Israel. Only through the * 
ment of democ tic institutions can there-be proper ch 
harness public support for the peace process or undersL 
the difficulties that stand w the way of its coming to fra 
wonder Jordan is spearheading the cause of democrat 
for itself but also for the rest of the countries in thcArz 
His Majesty King Hussein has made i t 'dear over and "ca 
and in no uncertain terms, that true democracy is the mi 
Jordan's domestic policy and the cornerstone of its foreir 
The King's words on behalf of democracy have bcen e 
picked up by the people of Jordan, .but they have y 
endorsed by -the neighbouring 'Arab countries. :: 


U.N. could fight and prevail in former Yugoslavia 


By Christopher Bellamy 


Malcolm Rifkind. the Secretary 
of Stale for Defence, has warned 
that military intervention to stop 
the fighting in Bosnia would en- 
tail "hundreds of thousands of 
troops... (he probability, if not the 
certainty of very large casual- 
ties... a massive commitment of a 
kind the world has not seen be- 
fore." Having seen the U.N. 
forces on the ground and the 
nature of the war in Bosnia, 1 am 
not so sure. 

Bosnia is now effectively parti- 
tioned. The Serbs have seized 
almost all the territory where 
they make up the ethnic majority. 
It should never have happened, 
bur it has. Now. with the forces 
already available plus air support, 
the U.N. could act decisively and 
probably impose a ceasefire. 

In warning against greater in- 
volvement. Mr. Rifkind was 
j probably reiterating advie from 
the Defence Staff. They know of 
I the fickle commitment of govern- 
ments and the fragility of public 
opinion. They are. rightly, ea- 
, ’lion's ' and protective of their 
ircfcps* lives. But already they 
have, in place, the forces to haft 
further Serb expansion and pro- 
tect the vulnerable Muslim com- 
munities. The commitment of air 
power would seal the issue. 

Comparisons have been made 
with Lebanon and Northern Ire- 
land. bur there are key differ- 
ences. Southern Bosnia is con- 
trolled by the HVO. the main 
Bosnian Croat force, and by Mus- 
lim forces. Militarily, ethnically 
and economically, it is already a 
separate country from northern 
Bosnia. The people are friendly 
to U.N. forces, whom they regard 
as protettors and possible allies. 
They will not attack the .N. at the 
moment and will recognise Serb 
infiltrators instantly. 

But the Northern Ireland ex- 
perience also holds a warning. 
When the British Army went into 
Ulster it went mainly to protect 
the Catholic community. Soldiers 
were received with cups of tea in 
the Falls Road. But when they 
did not get a result, the situation 
suddenly changed. The IRA 
moved in and used the Catholic 
community as its base. 

In Croat and Mslim Bosnia, 
therefore, the greater danger may 
lie in not taking a tougher line 


with the Serbs. If the Croats and 
Muslims >ee U.N. troops stand- 
ing aside while the Serbs advance 
and atrocities lake place, they 
may sddenly turn against those 
whom they now regard as 
saviours. 

Trning to the Serb side. Major 
GeneralPhilippe Morillon. Frenh 
commander of the multi-national 
forces in Bosnia, has explained 
that the Serbs ha\ e good reasons 
to stop their advance now. They 
control what they regard as 
"their" areas. Winter is starting 
— and none of the rank-and-file 
wants to live out in those condi- 
tions. Serbia must also watch its 
other front, with the threat of 
disturbances in Macedonia. A 
war on two fronts might mean the 
loss of some recent gains in Bos- 
nia. If a firm ceasefire is offered, 
why not pull out while the going 
is good?" A recent attack by a 


roat "brigade" — maybe 500 men 
— east of Mostar. which torched 
six villages, hit Serb morale bad- 
ly. Now many be the time to stop. 

But the Serb forces are still 
edging into southern Bosnia, 
probably b erase no one is stop- 
ping them. The Croats take turns 
to man the front line — I have 
seen no properly constructed de- 
fensive positions — because there 
are not enough weapons. No one 
suggests the U.N. should push 
the Serbs back, or threaten Ser- 
bia itself. But a determined stand 
by the powerful, well-equipped 
U.N. forces could shock the 
Serbs into halting. If local war- 
lords and renegade pokers ignore 
instructions from Belgrade, the 
U.N. has force enough to deal 
with ths. 

The ciil war in Bosnia is a 
half-hearted affair. Neither side 
dares risk a pitched battle be- 


cause. like a diminutive version 
of the British and German navies 
in the World War I. it fears the 
war might be lost in an afternoon. 
The Serbs do not have the train- 
ing. the discipline, the energy or 
the guts for close fighting with 
anyone comparably armed, never 
mind someone much better 
armed. Today’s Serbs are not 
Tito's partisans. They are drunk- 
en bullies. The Bosnian roats and 
Mslims are even less skilful, and 
short of arms and ammunition. 

The U.N. forces already in 
Bosnia are colossal by the stan- 
dards of the civil war. Five batta- 
lion groups, now approaching 
26000 troops, controlled from an 
international HO — based on 
that of NATO's Northern Army 
Group — at Kiseljak. The British' 
and Spanish are on the Croat/ 
Muslim side of the lines, the 
French and Canadians on the 


Serb, with a multi-national group 
at Sarajevo. 

The biggesi group is the Brit- 
ish, 2.400 troops including 900 in 
the foward base in.Vttez. with 
1.200 vehicles inluding 45 War- 
rior Infantry Fighting Vehicles 
and 24 Simitar light tanks, plus 
dozens of Spartans and Sultans, 
the former with mortars -and 
Milan anti-tank missiles. . plus 
Samaritan ambulanes. other 
armoured vehicles and Samson 
recovery vehicles. 

When has anyone reported the 
coordinated movement of more 
than a handful of Serb tanks? 
And where, apart from Sarajevo, 
do you see the well-built, proper- 
ly sited fire trenches now appear- 
ing among the BRITISH 
BARBED WIRE0 

Occasionally, the Serbs will 
mortar a Muslim village and send 
one tank down the road, fire a 



shot and withdraw; 

The Bosnians and 
ably have more tro 
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In 1992 everything went wrong for Europe 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 

LONDON — Everything went 
wrong for Europe in 1992. The 
“whole and free” continent 
promised by the end of the cold 
war appeared to be coming rapid- 
ly unstuck. 

To the east, the former Com- 
munist Bloc was menaced by 
political instability and economic 
hardship. To the west, the Euro- 
pean Community's plans for un- 
ion tottered on the brink of col- 
lapse. To the south, the Yugoslav 
war raged out of control. 

The political troubles of a 
Europe no longer kept in balance 
by nuclear terror were accompa- 
nied by a harsh economic reces- 
sion affecting much of the world. 

Ethnic groups clashed, re- 
fugees poured across frontiers, 

■ currencies see-sawed, dole 
queues lengthened. 

Europe had seen nothing like it 
for decades. The combination of 
racial intolerance, especially in 
Germany, and economic slump 
reminded some observers of the 
j 1930s, when Nazi dictator Adolf 
Hitler rose to power. 

As 1993 approached, there 
were signs that politicians were 
starting to address the problems, 
though solutions looked a long 
way off. It also seemed the reces- 
sion could be bottoming out. 

The year had begun on an 


optimistic note. It was the first in 
seven decades to be rung in with- 
out the Soviet Union, which had 
collapsed along with the discre- 
.dited Soviet Communist Party. 

In its place, 15 nominally inde- 
pendent. nominally democratic 
states were thrust blinking into 
the light of day. 

But all, from resource-rich 
Russia to remote Kyrgyzstan, 
soon learned that — as one 
Ukrainian newspaper put it — 
“independence is not a ready 
buttered piece of bread." 

Decades of state control had 
left their economies in shambles. 
Old problems of decrepit indus- 
tries and infrastructure were com- 
pounded by rocketing inflation 
and unemployment. 

A Vienna institute estimated 
that the former Soviet Union 
would need annual investment of 
S465 billion a year from 1995 to 
2005 to even approach western 
standards of prosperity. 

In Russia, President Boris 
Yeltsin, though still the most 
popular politician, was straggling 
by the year's end to defend his 
economic reforms and his govern- 
ment against an onslaught by 
conservatives who wanted to slow 
the move to a market eco- 
nomy. 

The vast ex-Soviet territories 
were plagued by ethnic and fac- 
tional violence. The four-year-old 
war between Armenians and 


Azeris in the enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh dragged on, and there 
was serious fighting in Georgia, 
Moldova and Tajikistan. 

The former Soviet Union's 
problems echoed those of the 
East European states, which had 
scrapped communism two years 
earlier. They found that indus- 
tries were harder to privatise than 
to nationalise and that a cash- 
strapped West was stingy with 
aid. 

Everywhere,' living standards 
dropped, governments were rid- 
den by factionalism and ethnic 
problems were never far away. 

The Czechs and Slovaks de- 
cided, albeit peacefully, to split 
Czechoslovakia into two from 
Jan. 1, 1993. 

“Central Europe." wrote Jan 
Zielonka of Leiden University in 
the Netherlands, “is turning into 
the weak and unstable backyard 
of western Europe, and of Ger- 
many in particular." 

But its problems were dwarfed 
by the carnage in the former 
Yugoslavia, where clashes in 1991 
between Serbs and Croats had 
already ignited Europe's worst 
conflict since Worid War 11. 

The war entered a new dimen- 
sion of violence and horror when 
it spread to Bosnia-Herzegovina 
after that republic declared inde- 
pendence in March and was rec- 
ognised by the EC in April. 

Bosnia's minority Serbs, fear- 


ing domination by Muslims and 
Croats, took up arms with the 
backing of Serbia and the former 
Yugoslav Federal Army and laid 
siege to the capital Sarajevo and 
other cities. They soon captured 
two thirds of the republic. 

In early December Yugoslav 
President Dobrica Cosic esti- 
mated that 17 months of fighting 
bad cost 135,000 lives, while the 
United Nations said it had cre- 
ated over three million refugees. 

Worse still was the widely pre- 
dicted prospect of the dashes 
spreading southwards and 
touching off a general Balkan war 
that could drag in Albania, Bul- 
garia, Greece and Turkey. 

Faced with the failure of U.N. 
sanctions against Serbia to halt 
the fighting and of peacekeeping 
forces to bring effective relief to 
civilians, the mood in Europe 
shifted towards tougher measures 
that would stop short of foil 
military intervention. 

But Yugoslavia and other 
ethnic trouble spots had cast a 
harsh light on the weakness of the 
European institutions that many 
had hoped would deal with just 
such crises as these. 

Neither the 52-nation Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe, nor NATO, grop- 
ing for a new role, nor the EC. 
which along wilh the United Na- 
tions set up open-ended Yugoslav 
peace talks in Geneva in Septem- 


ber, were able to stop the war. 

West European leaders were 
distracted from Yugoslavia by 
their struggle to rescue EC plans 
for economic and political union 
enshrined in the Maastricht Trea- 
ty, signed in February. 

Denmark threw the EC into 
crisis when its people voted in a 
referendum on June 2 to reject 
the treaty, which envisaged a 
single European currency and 
common foreign policy. 

The vote showed up wide- 
spread unease over Maastricht 
both in France, where just 51 per 
cent backed the treaty in a re- 
ferendum, and in Britain, where 
Prime Minister John Major had 
to postpone a final parliamentary 
v«e WralHj die treaty until 

The problem facing the com- 
munity was how to win the Danes 

round to the treaty without re- 
negotiating it. 

A spin-off from the confusion 
over Maastricht was a currency 
crisis, partly due to the strength 

u- e P erman mark on the back 
or high interest rates. 

The weaker currencies could 
not keep up In September, the 
British pound and the Italian lira 
S^2? h ° f the EC s ^change 

th “?A an . , “ n * and « Novem- 
ber the Spanish peseta and Por- 
tuguese escudo were devalued bv 
ax per cent. y 
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'fardaneh presents 1993 budget 


(Cootioued from pace 1 ) 

ojc resources towards social 
ctore and increasing the govern- 
ess contribution in the effort 
i fight unemployment and 
: . jverty. 

According to Mr. Jardaneh. the 
' ' twdget is based on and aims at 
■'iieving the following: 

Fioaiiang government expendi- 

■ . K by local revenue which was 
;< {jauied at JD 1.125 billion after 
. • jehiift ig non-recurrem customs re- 
: <nne of JD 60 million. This is 28 per 
~ D r higher than the estimated re- 

. • nue m 

' — Decreasing the budget deficit to 
tvel not exceeding eight per cent of 
' ■ t GDP, including the “Armament 

[■ -Hid;’" 

Providing continued support for 
'~' e armed and security forces: 

Allocating enough funds to so- 
j ' j health, educational and youth 
•■'nAces. Allocations far the minis- 
-''-es of health, youth, education and 
curt development were increased by 
per cent; 

Improving the living standards 
dozens with limited income and 
'ntinuing efforts to fight poverty and 
"-employ meat. The allocations of 
t National Aid Fund were in- 
.jasrf by 62 per cent over 1992 and 
w stand at JD 12 million. Three 
llksi dinars were also earmarked 
>r the Development and Employ* 
Jlftai Fund. 

' K— Decreasing unemployment and 
riling its negative social impact by 
ing priority to labour intensive 
j jul investment. Six thousand new 
vemmeni jobs will be created in 
13; 

. - Coordinating the capita! budget 
h the comprehensive development 
' id, which the government is still 
dung on; 

.' — Giving priority to soda! services 
j refraining from constructing new 
. /eminent buildings unless foreign 
awes are secured for them: 

7 - Developing the infrastructure 
the service sector; and 
• - Supporting government prog- 
enies for administrative reform. 

■ for the first time in Jordan's his- 

■ y, according to Mr. Jardaneh. edi- 
ted local revenues cover current 
nenunent expenditure. This, he 
i. “marked the beginning of a new 

' of self-reliance in government 
Kfldftnre.*' — an objective sought 
economic planners for the last two 
jades. 

Je said the “dramatic change in 
country's economic performance 
U not have been achieved -without 
.‘commitment to financial and 
nefcry reforms and structural 
ustments within the economic re- 
u programme." 

Tie minister said the commitment 
he economic reforms policies res- 
sf financial and monetary balance 
he economy and increased confi- 
io&jit it,- resulting in increased 

\.horidi^[alertoral analysis of the 
-wrajrin 1902. Mr. Jardaneh drew 
.. ^ piapreof 'the country '5 econo- 
. jpaSKnutux in 1992 and bogfflpd 
' pn&ii of economic growth and 
rift*:' 

e saW the GDP. goods and ser- 
. ^produced locally, was initially 
med io grow in 1992 by 15 per 
current prices and by 11 per 
. rar constant prices. Excluding 
taxes, the real growth is 
rated at 8.6 per cent due to 
rth achieved by all productive 
ramie sectors. 

t.. J ardaneh said the industrial 
agricultural sectors grew by 10 
cent while the growth rate of the 
traction sector was 22 per cent 
pared to 15 per cent in 1991. 
r. Jardaneh said the growth of 
inandai sector in 1992 resulted in 
.iphts of JD 144 million instead of 
projected deficit of JD 107 mil- 
in 1992 budget after adding 
ts to the government. Excluding 
grants, Mr. Jardaneh said, the 
ccted deficit for 1992 decreased 
> JD 388 million to JD 54 million. 
ie decrease of the deficit when 
tiding the grants was achieved by 
sased current, local revenue which 
itimaud at JDl.l billion, an in- 
' re of 32 per cent over the initially 

- rated figures in the 1992 budget, 
that figure, Mr. Jardaneh said. 
W million were non-recurrent re- 
res paid as customs for cars by 
niees from the Gulf. 

fr, Jardaneh said that foreign 
its are expected to reach JD 198 
ion. 29 per cent below the esti- 

- ed figure jo the 1992 budget. 
uiTent expenditure for 1992. was 
timaied at JD 932 million, a de- 
re amounting to less than one per 
from the figure estimated in 1992 


budget. Mr. Jardaneh slid capital 

TAP5? d ' ,ur . e was ^estimated m 
JD -72 million. IK per cent less than 
expected in the 1SW2 budget. 

Initial estimates point to a surplus 
of $IUO million despite a huge in- 
crease in the imports bill expected to 
reach $3 billion, he said. 

Deficit in the balance of trade is 
projected to increase to SI. 7 billion. 
-4 per cent above 1991 figures, 
according to Mr. Jardaneh. who attri- 
buted the increase in the deficit to the 
imports bill estimated to be S501I 
million larger than I9yi. He said 
exports arc expected to reach SI. 3 
billion, a is per ceni increase over 
1991. 

Mr. Jardaneh said that these fi- 
gures represent real monetary flow 
and do not include rescheduled in 
negotiations with the Paris and the 
London cJuhs. 

Accordingly, he said, they are not 
equal lo figures shown by the econo- 
mic readjustment programme. 

Mr. Jardaneh also said that the 
investment share of (he GDP in 1992 
would increase by 27 per cent com- 
pared t.i 22 per cent in 1991. He said 
all indicators suggest that investment 
activity would increase in 1993. 

Boosting the stability of the dinar 
jn 1992. the minister said, were fore- 
ign currency reserves which arc ex- 
pected to top S200 million due to the 
surplus in the overall balance of 
payment. 

Mr. Jardaneh said that 96.000 
Jordanians are unemployed according 
to the latest figures produced by ihe 
Royal Scientific Society. He said the 
economic growth and government 
policies against unemployment would 
reduce the figures and curb the 
spread of poverty. 

Government figures for 1991 put 
unemployment at 18 per cent without 
clarifying the criteria used in measur- 
ing^ unemployment. Unofficial figures 
estimated 30 to 35 per cent unemploy- 
ment. 

The minister said that negotiations 
with Paris Club have led to the 
rescheduling of 5978 million of fore- 
ign debts for a period of 20 years with 
a l G- year-grace period for bilateral 
debts. 

Repayment of export and develop- 
ment loans was rescheduled for a 
period of 15 years with a grace period 
of eight years. 

Mr. Jardaneh said Jordan had 
reached an agreement in principle 
with commercial banks to apply for- 
mulas to the country's debts and to 
seek reducing these debts or interest 
charged on them. 

He said contracted but unimbursed 
foreign debts are expected to de- 
crease by SI billion or II per cent 
compared to 1991. Actual debts are 
projected to fall by S700 million or 10 
per cent compared to 1991. 

Mr. Jardaneh said debt payments 
between 1992-2000 have decreased 
from S5.595 billion to S4.913 billion 
or 12 per cent while the average 
interest rate on actual debts have 
decreased from 6.6per cent in 1991 to 
six per cent in 1992. 

Excluding expenditure on debt 
buybacks, the mirnsrer-said. servicing ~ 
.for debts will cost S550, million or 14 
per cent of exported goods and ser- 
vices compared to S762 million or 21 
per cent of exported goods and ser- 
vices in 1991. 

The minister told the House that 
the economic growth in 1991 had 
allowed for certain adjustments in the 
economic reform programme leading 
to an expected surplus in the current 
balance of payment in 1997 instead of 
reaching equilibrium in 1998 as in- 
itially projected in the reform prog- 
ramme. By the end of the program- 
me. he said, the budget deficit will be 
gradually reduced to five per cent of 
the GDP. 

The minister said an annual plan 
for 1993 has been drafted for the 
purpose of strengthening the real 
annual economic growth to reach six 
to seven per oent maintaining infla- 
tion at four to five per cent, keeping 
the budget deficit at or below 10 per 
cent of the GDP. 

Mr. Jardaneh said economic indica- 
tors call for optimism about the cow- 
try's economic performance which 
“showed an impressive ability" to 
overcome die consequences of the 
Gulf crisis. 

He said industrial expansion would 
help foot the bill of infrastructure 
needed to facilitate increased invest- 
ment. 

The economic growth achieved in 
1992 indicates that the 1990s will be 
“a decade economic expansion that 
will lead to a better standards of living 
in a healthy environment that avoid 
financial and economic loopholes and 
lead to better utilisation of re- 
sources." the minister told the 
House. 


arines move into Somali interior 


(Owdued Grom page 1) 

age hr four days. Mogadishu 

- fione from, a city of complete 
■ otter lawlessness to one of 
dtjye calm-" 

tsked to comment on some aid 
rkers’ comments that the 
Kricans are guilty of “criminal 
jfigence" for not going to 
.. doa promptly, he said: “We'll 
"there quite soon, and /we're 

tig to do it right 

1 need to know when we go to 
do*. that if. -we don’t have a 
ngn environment, we can 
-fce the kind of forces to impose 
fltfticalfy the right kind of 
ntity environment." . 

. *> secure then - own safety in 
" tgdMiu, Marines have been 
Iffecating weapons from 
raudrag-guomen.' 

' Aefa’ef agencies are waiting irn- 
jentiy for U.S.-led forces to 
--out into Somalia’s- anarchic 
i tayenous interior and make it 
s-fqr convoys to move to 
nqc' towns- like JBaidoa. the 
3? of death” in Africa’s worst 
this century. 

she U.S.-led multinational 

- celias met no organised resist- 
• * since American? and French 

ops landed on Wednesday. 
^W'Cobra helicopter gunships 
JTOyed three armed vehicles in 
ffgadishu suburb after coming 
ftre on Saturday. Residents 


said two Somalis were killed and 
three were wounded — the first 
casualties inflicted by the Amer- 
icans 

Two Somalis died and seven 
were hurt when a truck crashed 
after French troops fired on it at a 
roadblock Thursday. 

Gunmen with Kalashnikov 
rifles would not let reporters past 
die rusting Soviet-made T-55 
tank guarding the entrance to a 
decrepit military base where the 
helicopter firefighr occurred. 

U-S. troops in the city were on 
alert for possible reprisals by 
gunmen who had terrorised tire 
dty until the Marines’ and French 
legionnaires’ arrival last week. 

At Mogadishu port, firmly 
under U.S. control, the United 
Nations brought in its first relief 
ship since gunmen shelled a ves- 
sel which tried to dock there on 
Nov. 24. 

The Sea Pearl, flying the blue 
and white U.N. flag, was carrying 
3.000 tonnes of wheat given by 
the European Community. 

'Today is the first visible sign 
there is no more insecurity and 
we can start bringing in relief 
vessels regularly” Paul Mitchell, 
spokesman for the World Food 
Programme, said as the Danish- 
registered freighter eased into the 
battered harbour. 


King in Washington on private visit 


(Con tinned from page I> 

involved with the U.N. as you 
know. We have a Jordanian con- 
tingent with the U.N. We are 
following the news with great 
interest and concern and we 
would like to see an end to the 
strife... in former Yugoslavia." 

On the incoming administra- 


tion of President-elect Bill Clin- 
ton, he said: "1 am optimistic and 
hopeful and 1 believe that nothing 
will change on the major issues... 
of the world and the U.S. policies 
will continue to be much the same 
and to seek to resolve problems. .. 

“We are old friends and no- 
thing would change. 1 hope.” 


Water experts to continue talks 


(Continued from page I) 
nonethless found common 
ground and efforts to formulate a 
statement would still be made, he 
said. 

Round eight of the stalled Mid- 
dle East peace talks between 
Israel and Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria and the Palestinians is cur- 
rently under way in Washington. 

Most observers now believe 
there is little prospects of achiev- 
ing progress until after Jan. 20 
when U.S. President-elect Bill 


Clinton takes over. 

Israeli, Palestinian and interna- 
tional scientists at the wide- 
ranging conference addressed the 
issue chiefly from its technical, 
legal, economic and hydrological 
aspects. 

Delegates debated the ques- 
tions of water supply, demand 
and equitable distribution, as well 
as its marketing, its management 
and technical solutions to boost 
water effeciency and reduce the 
impact on the environment. 


4 killed in upsurge of violence 


(Cootinned from page I) 

automatic weapons fire from a 
passing vehicle. 

Kassem, military wing of the 
Muslim fundamentalist Hamas 
organisation, said in a telephone 
call to an international news 
agency the . attack marked the 
fifth anniversary on Dec. 14 — 
Monday — of the movement's 
founding in the Gaza Strip. 

The killing of the soldiers 
prompted the Israeli army to ban 
Palestinians in the Gaza from 
entering Israel. Widespread cur- 
fews were imposed, confining 
thousands to their homes. 

Some curfews were lifted 
Saturday, but stone-throwing 
clashes immediately broke out. 
One Palestinian was killed and at 
least 92 wounded in the West 
Bank when he allegedly failed to 
heed army orders to halt. 

Ten soldiers were slightly in- 
jured in the Saturday incidents, 
the army said. 

The army reimposed curfews 
Sunday on the major refugee 
camps in and around Gaza City, 
as well as on nearby towns, con- 
fining nearly one-quarter of the 
strip's 800,000 residents to their 
homes. 


In Nusseirat refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip, troops shot dead 
Shaaban Abu Ayada, 22, during 
clashes Sunday, United Nations 
sources said. 

So far this year 126 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israelis — 40 
since Oct. 1. The 13 soldiers to 
die this year exceed the total of 1 1 
killed in all four previous years of 
the five-year-old Palestinian re- 
volt against Israeli rule. 

Israeli troops shot dead a 
Palestinian. Hassan Handur, near 
Hebron in the occupied West 
Bank when masked men refused 
orders to halt, an army spokes- 
woman said. 

The three deaths brought to 
least 972 the number of Palesti- 
nians killed by Israelis during the 
uprising. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said the Palestinian revolt, which 
entered a sixth year last Wednes- 
day, would last until a settlement 
was reached in peace talks under 
way in Washingtort- 

“(The uprising) reflects the ex- 
isting conflict between us and the 
Palestinians," Mr. Peres told 
Israeli Radio in an interview 
aired Sunday. “As long as this 
conflict continues, we will have 
problems.” 


Edinburgh summit revives EC 


(Continued from page 1) 

not address the problems of the 
^European exchange rate mechan- 
ism or the high level. of German 
interest rates, blamed by most for 
throttling economic growth 
accrbss the continent. 

Another ghost which could yet 
haunt the community lay undis- 
turbed in Edinburgh — the row 
between France and its partners 
over the farm subsidy deal with 
Washington in the GATT world 
trade talks. With so much else on 
the summit agenda, both sides 
agreed to leave that battle for 
another day. 

That determination to ensure a 
successful summit accounted for 
the remarkable lack of tension 
around the meeting, despite the 
complexity of the issues and the 
emphatic demands by the ECs 
poorer countries for a larger slice 
of the EC budget. 

There were occasional flashes, 
however. 

Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez, whose rearguard ac- 
tion on behalf of the “poor four" 
— his own country, Greece, Por- 
tugal and Ireland — squeezed an 


extra 250 million ECUs ($310 
million) out of the summit in the 
Jate-night bargaining, threatened 
to walk out altogether at one 
point. 

So too did Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl when his demand for 18 
more members for Germany in 
the Euorpean Parliament was cal- 
led into question. 

Mr. Khol admitted having to 
make a “substantial verbal con- 
tribution” to peisuade Mr. Gon- 
zalez to accept the final deal. 

The German leader, the big- 
gest contributor to the EC 
budget, had been determined to 
secure the extra representation at 
the parliament following his 
country's unification. 

In the haggling that followed, 
the long-held principle of parity 
between the “big four" — 
France, Germany, Britain and 
Italy — was broken as the others 
received smaller increases. 

To compensate France in par- 
ticular, leaders then had to con- 
firm the sites of the major EC 
institutions, whose homes have 
been only provisional since it was 
founded 35 years ago. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

"fie An exhibition of ceramics by Jordanian artist Mahmoud 
Taha at Afia Art Gallery. 

fr Exhibition of paintings by Hind Naseer at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

fr Exhibition of paintings by painter Ufemia Rizk at Yarmouk 
University. 

fr Exhibition of paintings by Samer Ousama at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

fr Sculpture exhibition by Mona Saudi at Al Balka Art Gallery in 
A1 Fubeis. 

fr Exhibition of rugs and ceramics by Queen Alia Jordan Soda! 
Welfare Fund, at the Plaza Hotel from 10 a.m. till 8 p.m. 

fr Exhibition of weaving and ceramics, at the Philadelphia Hotel 
from 9:30 a.m. till 7:30. 

fr Exhibition of paintings and silkscreen by three artists from 
Gaza Fayez Al Hasani, Kamel Al Mughanni and Laila Shawa at 
Abdul Ha meed Sboman Foundation Gallery HO a.m. - 5 p.m. I 

fr Exhibition by Iraqi artist Shaker Hassan Al Saeed at the Jordan 
Gallery of Pine Arts. 

fr Exhibition of ceramics by Iraqi artist Nehaya Khalaf at Baladna 
Art Gallery. 

LECTURE 

☆ Lecture entitled “Madaba and Late Antique City Planning” 
by Dr. C.J. Lenzen at the Friends of Archaeology Centre 
(FOA) — 7 p.m. 

PLAY 

fr Play entitled “Waiting for Godot”, directed by Sawsan 
Darwzah at the Royal Cultural Centre, the main theatre — 8 
p.m. 

FILM 

☆ F ilm entitled “HaSnlet” al the British Council centre — 7 p.m. 

DEBATE 

& Satellite debate on the U.S. role in Somalia — tire U.S. 
embassy auditorium, Abdoun, at 2:30 p.m. 


Arab writers festival kicks off with: 


Calls for Occidentalism 

By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — In the first day of a 
week-long festival for Arab wri- 
ters held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, lecturers highlighted the 
role of writers in the progress of 
Arab countries and insisted upon 
the need to implement 
'occidentalism' as a response to 
orientalism. 

"Occidentalism." according to 
the Lebanese writer. Dr. Anton 
Seif, is one of the most pressing 
needs at present for the develop- 
ment of Arab culture. 

Citing the Egyptian writer 
Hasan Hanafi. Dr. Seif explained 
to the few participants who 
attended the four-hour sessions 
that occidentalism must not be of 
a hostile nature which would 
antagonise the West but should be 
an overall process of transform- 
ing the “West" in a way that 
would eventually lead to our be- 
nefit. 

From Yemen, the writer 
Hisham Ali Ben Ali pointed “to 
the cultural (threat) imposed by 


America and Europe on the 
cultural footsteps of the Arab 
world, influencing their history, 
economy and politics." 

Voicing his dismay on the 
situation in the Arab world, the 
Jordanian writer. Dr. Suleiman 
Al Tarawneh, pointed to the 
West's exploitation of the Arab 
countries under the “new im- 
perialist order... and the arrogant 
will of the world's leader which is 
reflected in the destruction in 
Iraq, the pressures exercised on 
Jordan and on PLO, as well as 
the conspiracies against Syria, 
Algeria and Libya." However, he 
confirmed that the “Arab na- 
tion's will will not be shaken by 
such practices.” 

The Arab writers' conference, 
planned to last until Tuesday, is 
due to embark on issues of Arab 
cultural concern such as the 
“Arab writer and Arab-Zionist 
conflict” and the “Arab culture 
between dependence and inde- 
pendence.” 


Writing for 

AMMAN — What can we offer 
to the child? Does the Arab child 
really possess a scientific mind? 
Are we teaching science to chil- 
dren in a complicated manner? 
These are some of the soul- 
searching questions raised in the 
first day of a week-long seminar 
on children held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre Sunday. 

One prominent Iraqi writer for 
children, Mr. Farouq Saloum 
said: "An indepth interest in chil- 
dren’s writings was of minor im- 
portance in die Arab world until 
very recently." 

In his paper entitled “Scientific 
Writing... or Scientific Imagina- 
tion." Mr. Saloum said that 
“there are still many countries in 
the Arab world who do not have 
special institutions to provide 
cultural and social activities for 
children." 

“Scientific thinking is a 
synonym for freedom of think- 
ing,” he said, and “science can 
not be reared in a milieu where 
freedom is restricted." 

According to Mr. Saloum. 
many of the writings and terms 
used in children's books are still 


children 

ambiguous and hard to grasp. 
“Scientific writing for children 
should be able to open the eyes of 
the child to scientific information 
by the most simplest and dear 
method," he said. It should also 
encourage children to use their 
imagination and develop it in the 
most exciting way." 

Mr. Saloum also said that chil- 
dren in Arab countries are deeply 
influenced by western cartoons 
and translated sdentific fiction 
and Arab writers should adopt 
such methods to present Arab 
culture and its principles. 

The Tunisian writer Mubarak 
Rabei’s lecture tackled the con- 
siderations writers for children 
should take while presenting cer- 
tain themes to them. He said that 
children's literature should be 
more attached to reality rathem 
than imposing idealistic themes 
such as the constant triumph of 
good over evil. 

“We must always be reminded 
that the child possesses a strong 
capacity' for learning and de- 
velopment,” he added. “He 
earns always for the betterment 
and for more information •” 


Physicians seek court intervention 
over question of accreditation 


By Peter Saiers 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Frustrated by what 
they call the “corrupt” accredita- 
tion process of the Jordan Medic- 
al Council (JMC). foreign- 
educated physicians are turning 
to the Higher Court of Justice in 
hopes of winning authorisation to 
practise in Jordan. 

The court is currently hearing 
the first of 20 cases filed by 
disgruntled physicians which call 
attention to an ongoing dispute 
between the JMC and doctors 
trained in specialities abroad. 

The establishment-based JMC 
continues to be accused of not 
recognising speciality certificates 
earned abroad because they fear 
the competition. “They are a 
doctor mafia and are afraid of us 
because we are highly specialised 
and have good experience,” said 
Dr. Dee na Auran, whose trial is 
now before the court. 

Dr. Auran specialised in Car- 
diology at England's National 
Heart and Lung Institute at the 
University of London. She pre- 
sented her certificate to the JMC 
last year and expected it to be 


recognised. According to Dr. Au- 
ran. the committee ruled that her 
credentials were not sufficient. “1 
was shocked," she said. Accord- 
ing to JMC regulations, a candi- 
date must possess the highest 
certificate available in the field of 
study, and must have sufficient 
experience to qualify for official 
recognition. 

Dr. Auran argues that “in the 
U.K., there is no higher examina- 
tion specifically in the field of 
cardiology.” "I could do nothing 
else, they accused me of being a 
liar. So I went to court.” she said. 

Dr. Fouad Kilani, chairman of 
the committee which reviews 
candidates for cardiology spe- 
cialities. said that Dr. Auran's 
case was not decided finally be- 
fore she took legal action. 
Although unable to comment 
while the case was before the 
court. Dr. Kilani said that-he “did 
his best" to help Dr. Aurarj n but ’ 
there is a committee which' must 
decide unanimously. 

Dr. Haidar Al Man dan i. an 
Ittalian-trained cardiologist who 
earlier this year won recognition 
after “a long battle” and has been 


a de facto spokesman for foreign- 
educated doctors, said the JMC 
normally rejects foreign doctors 
as an excuse “under a cover that 
they want to raise the standard of 
medicine in Jordan." 

Dr. Auran and a dozen other 
physicians who studied in the 
United Kingdom wrote last 
month a letter to the British 
Ambassador seeking help, saying 
that the institutions from which 
they had graduated are not being 
respected. 

Doctors have long complained 
about the process of accredita- 
tion. Four years ago, the Jordan 
Medical Board replaced unpopu- 
lar speciality examinations, which 
began in 1982 with another metod 
equally deplored by physicians. 

Candidates must now submit 
their credentials to the JMC 
where they are reviewed and 
judged individually according to 
JMC regulations. • • 

Such an unscientific method, 
say doctois. allows for personal 
conflicts and bias to interfere with 
a fair decision. “Itt is not accord- 
ing to any law, (it is) according to 
how they like," Dr. Auran said. 


Doctors interviewed say there 
are many Jordanian doctors who 
would rather work in Jordan but 
have stayed abroad because of 
the bureaucratic problems 
hindering their recognition here. 
“Their method is to send people 
out of the country, so (the JMC 
doctors) do not have any com- 
petition," Dr. Mandani said. 

The fight for accreditation 
flared up two years ago when 400 
doctors from the Gulf countries’ 
came to Jordan following the 
war. The doctors, most of whom 
had significant specialised experi- 
ence, were either not receiving 
accreditation or were left waiting 
indeterminately. 

A group staged demonstrations 
and sit-ins. culminating in a 
much-publicised hunger strike 
and camp out of 250 doctors in 
front of the Ministry of Health in 
May this year. The 25-day de- 
monstration led to the doctors 
winning support from the leftist 
and the- Muslim Brotherhood 
bloc in Parliament. The pressure 
resulted in 748 specialists receiv- 
ing accreditation from the JMC, 
according to Dr. Mandani. 


House 
committees 
examine 
draft laws 

Jf 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament's Law Com- 
mittee held a meeting Sunday 
, under its Chairman Saleem Al 
Zu’bi and discussed amendments 
to the Telecommunications Cor- 
poration Law and the niegal Pro- 
fiteering Law. 

The House's Financial Com- 
mittee also held a meeting Sun- 
day under its Chairman Abdullah 
Akaileh and debated the 1992 
Value Added Tax (VAT) draft 
law. The committee was briefed 
by Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh on the reasons for enacting 
this law and it is scheduled to take 
a decision on the law next week. 

Another meeting was held Sun- 
day by the Lower House's Educa- 
tion Committee which was 
chaired by Deputy Abdul Hafiz 
Allawi. In its next meeting, the 
committee will resume discussion 
■ of the 1988 Temporary Education 
Law - and meet with representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

In another development, rap- 
porteur of the House’s Agricul- 
ture Committee Fawzi Al 
Tu'aima sard the committee will 
start Monday a tour of southern 
Jordan. The aim of the tour, he 
said, is to familiarise the commit- 
tee with the agricultural situation 
in south Jordan. 


Report highlights plight of Palestinians 



AMMAN (Petra) — A report by 
the Department for Palestinian 
Affairs at the Foreign Ministry 
issued Sunday focuses attention 
on heavy taxes imposed by the 
Israeli authorities on Arabs, the 
continued confiscation of Arab- 
owned land, and the inhuman 
treatment of inmates in Israeli 
jails. 

The heavy taxes imposed on 
Palestinians are the main reason 
for the current deterioration of 
the Palestinian economy, said the 
report. 

Over the past 25 years, the 
Israeli authorities have been 
squeezing the Palestinians finan- 
cially which has forced many peo- 
ple to emigrate, the report said. 

Referring to the continued con- 
fiscation of land, the report said 
that the Israelis have seized some 
three million dunums of Arab- 
owned land in the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip from 
1992 and until the end of Novem- 
ber. Its said that the Israelis have 
built 186 Jewish settlements on 
the West Bank and 20 in the Gaza 
Strip. 

In the past month alone, the 
Israeli courts passed sentences on 
318 Palestinians ranging from a 
few months to several years and 
the payment of heavy fines. Over 
the past six months they have 
demolished 17 Arab-owned 
homes, it added. 

Despite the Israeli govern- 
ment’s talk about reducing settle- 
ments, the report said that efforts 
are continuing to expand existing 
settlements mainly around the 


Villagers in the R amallah region wave the outlawed Palestinian 
nag m a demonstration of defiance 


city of Jerusalem. The settle- 
ments set up in the occupied 
lands, now house 153,000 Jewish 
, settlers. 

Attacks on Arab property has 
also increased, the report stated. 

The report said that the Israelis 
are continued to violate human 
rights by torturing prisoners in 


Israeli jails. The report cited i 
Israeli newspaper Col Mae 
which gave a description of mise 
able conditions in the Israeli jai 
and the inhuman treatmei 
accorded to the Arab inmate 
The newspaper appealed to tl 
world community to interver 
and end such malpractices. 


REQUIRED FOR VARIOUS POSITIONS IN 
AN INTERNATIONAL SERVICE COMPANY 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

A leading drug store in Amman is seeking the following 
employees: 

1, Field Sales Supervisor to lead and supervise the 
professional sales force. 

The candidate should be: 

- A pharmacist with five years experience in this field in 
the Jordanian market. 

- Very fluent in English - written and spoken language. 

2. Medical Representatives with the following qual- 

ifications: 

-Pharmacists, male or female. 

- Fluent in English, written and spoken. 

fr Aggressive candidates are requested to send their 
application along with their C.V. and a recent photo to: 

P.O.Box 9953 - Amman, Jordan 


Accountants : 

- University degree graduates in accounting, (pre- 
ferably U.S. graduates). 

- Fluent in Arabic & English (spoken &. written). 

- 2-4 years experience in accounting. 

Secretary: 

- Diploma in secretarial work. 

- Speaks & writes good English. 

- 2 years experience in office work. 

- Experience in personal computers is a must. 

- Ability to handle pressure. 

- Presentable, pleasant personality, like to deal 
with people, and has good telephone manners. 

Qualified candidates, please send C.V., photo & 
credentials to P.O.Box 960913 
Amman — attention: Human Resources 

: 
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By far most deaf children are 
bom to hearing parents. In addi- 
tion. the sense organ for hearing 
is not accessible to the casual 
observer. Indeed, it is difficult for 
the specialist to realise deafness 
at it does not betray its presence 
until you speak to the person and 
wait for a linguistic response. But 
because we do not expect speech 
behaviour in the newborn infant 
and because our speech directed 
to him is usually accompanied by 
looking and appropriate gestures, 
the deaf infant may respond quite 
normally by smiling, struggling, 
and cooing. 

Thus, the deaf baby is bom 
into a hearing world that does not 
suspect him of being deaf. He is 
nursed, he cries and smiles, he is 
curious and fascinated by moving 
things and faces, and he responds 
affectionately to the care and love 
given him. 

By now he may be eighteen 
months old and he is a beautiful, 
lovable JirtJe baby. The parents 
dream and talk of his future and 
iheir future with him. In retros- 
pect they recall things, but at the 
time they did not feel disturbed 
about them. “Has he not started 
to talk yet?" “He must be a late 
talker, but so was cousin Saad 


By the time the child is almost 
five years old, we have had many 
occasions to observe behaviour 
that arrests alert intelligence and 
clever reasoning. When the 
child's faLher watches television, 
our bay often sits beside him. 
Well, this child does not “hear" 
it. he “sees" it. 

A distinguished educator de- 
scribes, the deaf child's world: 
“He lives in a wordless world. 
Accordingly, all internal lan- 
guage, clothed thought processes 


IRAQ1-JORDAN1AN LAND 
TRANSPORT CO. 


“Advertisement” 

Tender Invitation 

The Iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Co. invites tenderers 
to submit offers for the following tenders: 

1. Tender No. 16/M/92 supply of spare parts for 
MAN. truck tractors. 

2. Tender No. 16/R/92 supply of spare parts 
Renault truck tractors. 


A copy of tender terms and conditions could be bought for 
the sum of JD 25 each, non-refundable, from the com- 
pany's main offices in Jabal Amman, opposite to the 
Tunisian embassy, during official working hours (0800 - 
1400) daily excluding Fridays and official holidays starting 
from Saturday, Dec. 12, 1992. 

Monday Jan. 25, 1993, (1200 hrs) is the closing date 
for accepting offers. 

Cost of advertisement will be borne by those 
awarded the tenders. 

Dr. Shaker Mahadfn 
Director General 


PRODUCTION MANAGER 
REQUIRED 


The service of an energetic and experienced 
pharmacist is required to fill in the post of a 
production manager for a pharmaceutical 
manufacturing company in Africa. 

Candidates should possess: 

1 . Good command of the English language. 

2. Post qualification degree in the field. 

3. Good working experience is required. 

If interested, please write with confidence to: 

Trans Afro Arab Est. 

P.O.Box 925913 
Amman - Jordan 
Production Manager Post 
☆ All applications will be dealt with strict confidence. 



Under the patronage of 
H. ff. H. Prince Pa 9 ad Bin Zeid 
The Sait Handicraft Training 
Centre 


invites you to the inauguration of its exhibitiaa of 
Weavings and Ceramics 

Dec . 12-15/1992 from 9z30 a.m. — 7:30 p.m. at the 
Philadelphia Hotel — Amman. 
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The Salt Handicraft Training Centre is a project sponsored by the 
Jordanian and the Italian governments under a joint technical 
cooperation agreement. The project is impiemenred by Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation, The Salt Development Corporation and 
COTECNO, Roma 




Apartment 
For Reent 


French SL lEuisinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 


Super deluxe apartment for 
rent. Fully furnished, 3 bed- 
rooms, big living area, 300 
sq. metres. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Price: .US$23,000 
r For- , 

Abdoufl Weal Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/ 
810520 


A deaf child grows up too 


“Are you sure he can hear well?” 
“Of course he can hear. See how 
he runs to me when I dap my 
hands." 

The purpose for my writing this 
is to try help understand realisti- 
cally the deaf child. Accpetance 
and understanding go hand in 
hand, although acceptance can be 
based on a wrong understanding. 
In the case of the deaf child, 
acceptance can be based on an 
understanding that the child will 
be trained to speak and to use the 
verbal language. 

We already know about his 
everyday social activities and we 
find that he is a normal child who 
is interested in what is going on 
around him. 


for him are non-existent. All ob- 
jects at once become nameless 
and are identifiable only by their 
most obvious but nameless func- 
tion. The dock and the calender 
are like wise meaningless, for 
they are but arbitrary indicators 
of time, an abstraction. Places 
such as home or grandma's house 
are without special significance 
beyond the nameless warmth and 
affection so evident in such 
places.. .His world.. .Is a timeless 
world, filled, with vague and 
meaningless comings and 
goings.” 


By Haya Qubain Karadsheh 


Now we must try to understand 
■the role of verbal language — 
how it functions in development 
— and relate it to the deaf child's 
situation. 


Verbal language as an entity is 
of course the product of the 
thinking persons who compose a 
society. It is a universal means of 
symbolising the speech medium. 
It forms a symbolic system that is 
reflected in the grammar of the 


language and it is undoubtelly an 
important means of human com- 
munication. 

Young deaf children typically 
develop homemade signs to com- 
municate in their environment. 
These signs are clearly motivated 
in that they derive from personal 
activities or events and may not 
be meaningful except to the peo- 
ple who are around the deaf 
child. 

Perhaps our deaf child makes 
up a sign for hot blowing into an 
imaginary cup and uses it in 
connection with hot food (from 
where it originated), a hot stove, 
hot water; the child knows 
(theoretically) what heat means 
and employs a part activity re- 
lated to heat as a symbol to 
communicate. By contrast, a 
hearing child would be exposed 
to the “Arabic label.” 

Take the Arabic word justice, 
for example. Does the knowledge 
of this word by itself improve a 
person's knowledge of what jus- 


tice means? Of course not. A 
three-year-old hearing child may 
use the word, but it will take him 
close to ten years before be will 
have a mature concept of justice. 
Our five-year-old deaf child may 
use a gesture for fair and just — 
an important, early-developed 
notion — and he will also have to 
wait until adolescence to gain the 
mature concept. 

The gesture for heat used by 
our deaf child originated from the 
personal reaction of the child and 
at that time it was motivated.” 
But soon, he uses the gesture in 
different contexts for example, 
“Outside Hot”, in which the par- 
ticular reaction would be entirely 
out of place. 

Are the play and gestures more 
important than verbal language? 
from a developmental view point 
yes; the active participation of 
one’s own bodily activity appears 
to be the basic mode of symbol 
and formation, from which all 
other symbol modes derive. 


I noticed that deaf children’s 
main difficulty with learn ing Ara - 
bic is its structure or grammar. 
Many deaf cbfldrenjcnow a large 
number of words but do no t have 
the know-how to comprehend or 
to generate conventionally cor- 
rect sentences wiih them- For tins 
reason, we are justified h* saying 
that they lack the knowledge of a 
linguistic system though the y 
know some words. For the same 
reason, we would not say that an 
eight-year-old deaf who has pick- 
ed up a few conventional signs 
knows the sign language. What is 
1 acting in both cases is mastery of 
the linguistic system. 

Here then is our language- 
lacking deaf child. He does not 
lack intelligence by which to 
organise, know, and understand 


the world around him. He 'does ■ 
not lack symbolic skills through 
which to express his knowl edge m 
olav, in fantasy, and in gestures. 
He does not lack conuntinicanw 
skills, because be aiiticulafes ms 
knowledge and his: desires to 
others around him by means of 
pointing or symbols. He.36es. nof 
even lack all conventional sym- 
bols, because typically, by .the 
time he is five, be wBI. have 
established a number of symbols 
that far him and those who art in 
contact with him have, taken on 
limited conventional meaning. 
Indeed, through formal instruc- 
tions, he may already have 
learned a number of ' Arabic, 
words, but he lacks a linguistic 
system and therefore the lan- 
guage: In this respect, he differs 


frxMt- hearing 
dren. 
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Jerusalem’s Jewish population declines 


MORE JEWS are leaving Jeru- 
salem than are moving there, 
according to a municipal study 
released at a recent city council 
meeting. 


The study showed that 13.000 
Jewish residents left the city in 
1991, and initial figures for 1992 
show that about the same number 
will depart this year, mainly be- 
cause of problems finding jobs 
and affordable bousing. 8,400 


Jews moved to the city last year, 
giving a net loss of 4.500 people. 
The net loss in 1990 was about 
3.000. said the study. 

The repon was presented to 
the city council by councillor 
Emmanuel Zisman. whq is also a 
member of the Israeli Knesset 
(parliament). Saying that it 
“points to a very grave situation 
which demands immediate ac- 
tion,” he called on the govern- 
ment to increase funding for the 


city, and to provide tax incentives 
to encourage industries to locate 
there. 


MUSICAL 

ENJOYMENT 

THROUGH 

ACHIEVEMENT 


The city’s mayor. Teddy Kol- 
lek. said that the recently elected 
government of Yitzhak Rabin 
was “fall of good will” towards 
Jerusalem “but doesn’t seem to 
know how to get things done” for 
the city — Council for the 
Advancement of . Arab-British 
Understanding. London. 


7he Associated Board, established In 1889., is .an international 
examining body which offers graded music examinations 


countries around the world. 


Under the Patronage of 


Examinations are offered in 35 instruments, voice, theory and ilan< 
practical musicianship, and are open to students of ali ages. . 


HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR 


Over half a million aspiring musicians are examined each year,-^ 


0 0 


The AI Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation 
of the Physically Handicapped 


making it the largest international examining body for music in. the- 
world. 




Invites you to its 


£ntries for the Theory and Practical Examinations to be heldjnoft* * 
5pring in Amman will be accepted from 19 to 26 December 19921 , 


••-ii ' 


Annual 

International Bazaar 


. I?- 

For registration and further information about sy II abuses: and; 

. r “'-•yf / 

regulations, please contact the local authorized representative: v -j&fsr 


The National Music Conservator*. 


Noor AI Hussein Foundation 


Atiyat Building, Jabal Ammage *• 
P.0. Box: 92568?- 


At the Amman Marriott Hotel, Tuesday, December 15, 
1992 from 10:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m. 


Tel. 687620. Fax. 6876# 


^International Bake Sale -Ht Decorations 
ir. Handicrafts ft Gift Items 



ASSOCIATED BOARD 


3-W ' 


Of THE ROVAI. SCHOOLS OE MUSIC 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKMG. Am FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 




* Kais Dry clean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair *■ Engraving 
ft Keys Service 

ttUphotetry, curtains & carpels 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 




674111 

Plaza 


Mmmfi 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 





Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 


AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 


Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-fl.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
"towards 3rd circle 


Open daily 
1ZW-1S.-00& 1830-2*39 


Tel:659519 65Q52C 


Tel: 03-314415 



s CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbecue for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight / 



Theflrst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

TdnamyltmBiHa 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 


7:00 — Midnight 

Tel 


' for fan 6t core • 


The Hist Spa in file Riddle East based os hot Suffimnu mineral Water 
Springs of Ugh mineral Concentr ation for the Core of 
1 M nuaitla n ' Arthritis * sinusitis * Digestive diseases 
Or Just for blood circulation enhancement 


50% Discount 

On Room Rates 


mg, China 


For rfon Jordanians * Residents “ 
s 668371/2 . 668279 . 688310 - Location ; 08 548500 




The First Class H olefin 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAIMITEL 


ext. 6338 


Amman -Tel, 6681 93 

P.O. Box 94Q3 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 













rael’s crack troops fall 

* ‘riy D* v *^ Richardson school graduates not 10 volunteer 


from public grace 


^VIV — Once they were 
k :' .T.'^yiffHged as the world's elite 
* r ~. lgforces. Their battle hon- 
i^nioged from the Entebbe 
six-day war. from 
' m fs .attacks on Palestinian 
■> Jbs to blitzkriegs against 
^ -;rri l -aod Syria. It seemed no 
io the Middle East could 

: 'e: .> much has changed in the 
'•'fjr! Israel- The Israeli army's 
. of invincibility has been 
3 ^- 'ally eroded by the debacle 
Lebanese invasion, the 
:•> hip of the Palestinian intifa- 
: coming or age of a 

'’.Y &ion ,hal prefers its 
;-dass lifestyle to fighting. 
’C i disastrous training acri- 
' bat killed five young fighr- 
provoked some of rhe 
jerious public criticism the 
faced- 

gadier General Ehud 
; chief of sraff. was quizzed 
the tragedy for four hours 
eek by a hostile parliamen- 
rfence committee; until re- 
. nobody would have im- 
d calling the army to 
it. The dead soldiers, who 
jtown up when a live shell 
mstakenly fired on them 
; a training exercise on a 
at Ze'elim, would usually 
ieen listed simply as killed 
e line of duty." 
furore over the deaths is 
' :- ; -ne of many indications of 
inging attitude towards the 
. : army. Last month Yesh 
a left-wing group, pub- 
a pamphlet calling on high 


school graduates not to volunteer 
for undercover-army units trained 
to combat the Palestinian rebel- 
lion in the occupied territories. 
Although the pamphlet was wide- 
ly criticised and the group's mem- 
bers harassed, their action would 
have been unthinkable a decade 
ago. 

The training accident provoked 
such a fierce public questioning 
because it involved one of the 
army's commando units, which 
embody the romantic myth of the 
Israeli army as unorthodox in 
method but efficient in execution. 
Gen. Barak, who is said to have 
led a successful storming of a 
hijacked airliner at Lod, and 
many of the leading generals sur- 
rounding him are veterans of 
these units. 

The Ze'elim affair, as it has ‘ 
been dubbed, was only the latest 
in a series of training accidents. 
During the summer two-young 
recruits died of heatstroke while 
on survival training north of 
Eilat; a year ago another five 
soldiers were killed when a wrong 
codeword on the radio sent an 
artillery shell into a group relax- 
ing on a dune, also at Ze’elim. 

Disillusion is rife. “I grew up 
on these myths about the special 
units." said Yoram, an ex- 
paratrooper who now runs his 
own advertising agency. "Today 1 
am sceptical about them. 1 don’t 
think they make all that differ- 
ence. Perhaps it is rime for us to 
think of a professional army." 

The army's bungled attempts 
to cover up the latest accident 
served only to fuel public debate. 


"We were taken aback by the 
strength of public reaction." said 
Mordechai Zippori. the deputy 
defence minister. "The whole 
affair has been mishandled and 
has left a scar. If the witch hunt 
continues, there will be long-rerm 
damage." 

The story has been on the from 
pages of the local press since the 
five, believed to be members of 
the secret Sayeret Matkal. or 
general staff reconnaissance unit, 
were killed in the northern Negev 
on Nov. 5. 

Attending the exercise were 
most of rhe military top brass 
including Gen. Barack: Major 
General A mi ram Levine, the un- 
it's commander. Amnon Shahak, 
the deputy chief of staff: and 
Major General Uri Saguy. chief 
of army intelligence. After almost 
daily leaks, and the army censor's 
heavy-handed attempts to plug 
them, the news broke last week. 
The Miami Herald reported that 
all the generals were present to 
supervise a dry run before an 
operation scheduled for later the 
same day aimed at assassinating 
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah. leader 
of Hezbollah, the fundamentalist. 
Islamic organisation, in Beirut. 
The story, which had been ban- 
ned from Israeli newspapers by 
the army censor, was immediate- 
ly picked up by the local media. 

The army censor was seen in 
earlier times as the guardian of 
Israel's security and allowed to 
work anonymously. Last week he 
found himself in front of another 
hostile parliamentary panel, his 
ohorneraph in all the papers and 


Islands dispute could be 
focus of Gulf Arab summit 


I (R) — - Tehran’s actions 
routed island that straddles 
nlioutes, including the 
d arrival there of Iranian 
: * , could galvanise anti-Ira- 
artiment at a Gulf Arab 
-.t this month, diplomats 



moats said members of the 
rioD Golf Cooperation 
" J (GCC) were angry that 
-■ many promises, Gan had 
iiBy rescind measures seen 
Matron of the island of 
usa. which it shares with 
: jHted' Arab 7 Emirates*. 

' ijaif diplomats said set- 
■ fr J fthe island, which had 
lie dispute erupted been 
! ed by a community of 
fishermen and Iranian 
and police that lived in an 
• garrison, posed new wor- 
oot Tehran’s intentions, 
settlers' arrival could not 
kaaSy confirmed but the 
ats said it added a new 
ion to the discussion of 
jranian relations at the 


GCC summit due to open in Abu 
Dhabi on Dec. 21. 

Hie diplomats said tensions 
have mounted since the row 
erupted in March due to worries 
about Tehran's massive rearma- 
ment programme, including its 
acquisition of submarines, and 
the growing militancy of its anti- 
Western rhetoric. 

‘The Gulf states are unhappy 
about Irma's actions and see the 
islands dispute as an example of 
bad faith, ’ one Arab diplomat 
said. 

After a decade of recrimination 
following Irma’s Islamic revolu- 
tion that threatened to spread 
radicalism to conservative neigh- 
bours, ties with Iran began to 
mend after Tehran joined toe 
Gulf Arabs in strongly opposing 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

But they took a dive when Iran 
earlier this year extended its au- 
thority in Abu Musa beyond toe 
area of a garrison h was allowed 
to set up under a 1971 agreement. 

Tehran failed to appease its 
Arab neighbours when last 


month it eased conditions for 
residents of the small island half- 
way across the Gulf and about SO 
kilometres from either shore, 
close to Gulf cd tanker routes, 
toe diplomats said. 

“They have allowed a few fore- 
igners back, but their patrols con- 
tinue to roam the whole island,'’ 
one diplomat said. 

Neither side gave up its claim 
of sovereignty over the whole 
island under the 1971 agreement. 
The UAE says it was signed 
under duress after toe late Shah 
of Iran sent an invasion force to 
Abu Musa shortly before Britain 
gave up its protection of the 
seven Golf sheikhdoms that 
formed the UAE later that year. 

In March Tehran expelled the 
foreigners who operated essentia] 

services on the island such as its 
school and dime, claiming they 
constituted a risk to its security 
on the island. 

It announced last month that 
toe security threat had receded 
and it had therefore allowed back 
12 teachers and their families, 


mostly Egyptians, to reopen the 
school. Diplomats said it had also 
allowed toe entry of an Indian 
doctor and nurse to reopen toe 
clinic and workers who operate 
the island’s power station. 

The diplomats said it was not 
dear how many settlers had ar- 
rived since March or if any of 
them were crossing into toe larger 
southern part of toe island which 
is controlled by the UAE sheikh- 
dom of Shaijah under toe 1971 
agreement. 

'There are no bordere on toe 
island and residents had in the 

E ast moved freely between the 
ranian and Arab-controlled 
parts but Iranian police and 
troops had taken on island-wide 
responsibilities since March, they 


Tehran says it is responsible for 
toe island’s security under 
accords with Shariah but toe 
UAE has consistently denied this 
and published documents which 
make no mention of security. 
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Mideast — the text of peace 


his decisions publicly criticised. 

The reputation of the Israeli 
army is unlikely to be repaired in 
(he near future. Israelis realise 
that it has been living on past 
glories, such as the Entebbe raid. 
However, since the 1967 war it 
has had few clear successes: the 
1973 Yom Kippur war was almost 
lost in the first day. the 1982 
invasion of Lebanon turned into 
Israel's Vietnam, and the intifada 
has dragged on for five years. 
During the Gulf war. the army 
and its much-vaunted airforce 
had its hands tied even as the first 
missiles fell on the country. 

Adding to the army's problems 
is Israel’s change of life-style. It is 
no longer a pioneer state. 
Although Israelis remain sceptic- 
al of their Arab neighbours' in- 
tentions. their increasingly 
middle-class way of life strains 
commitment to the army, where 
they must serve lengthy periods 
of reserve duty every year. As the 
country battles with economic 
problems, the army's budget is 
being viewed with increasing hos- 
tility. 

The nature of the army itself 
has also changed; it is demoral- 
ised by the occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza, fighting 
teenagers with stones and a hos- 
tile world press. Meir Pail, a 
leading local military historian, 
said this had changed the mental- 
ity of those serving today: "You 
cannot deny it is corrupting. It 
undermines the self-image of 
those who have to serve there" — 
The Observer. 


needs a careful reading 


By Gideon Rafael 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Arab and Israeli representatives 
are in Washington for their 
seventh round of peace negotia- 
tions since the Madrid conference 
more than a year ago. Having 
spent months in procedural man- 
oeuvering, they are now cautious- 
ly approaching issues of subst- 
ance. And all are awaiting, some 
with trepidation and others with 
hope, the arrival of the Clinton 
administration. 

Since rhe Arab-lsraeli conflict 
began, two fears have haunted 
both sides: the fear of war and the 
fear of peace. The Gulf war 
dramatised the devastating perils 
that a future war would hold. As 
to the benefits of peace, nothing 
could have been more persuasive 
to Arab leaders than President 
Sadat's audacious vault over the 
barrier of hostility. Arab leaders 
slowly began accommodating 
themselves to the idea that 
Israel's right to national inde- 
pendence. peace and security was 
as legitimate as their own. 

The 45th anniversary of the 
United Nations’ decision on the 
peaceful settlement of toe conflict 
coincides with the 25th 
anniversary of the adoption of the ' 
Security Council resolution chart- | 
ing the outlines of the prospective i 
peace agreement. While Arab j 
military intervention wrecked the j 
solution envisioned in 1947, U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242 
of 1967 remains the universally 
recognised instrument for the 
attainment of peace. 

But misinterpretation could 
impair its usefulness. Some read i 
it as requiring toe withdrawal of ] 
Israeli forces from all the territor- 
ies occupied in 1967. Others 
claim that Resolution 242 does 
not apply to toe West Bank, Gaza 
and the Golan Heights. Both 
interpretations are incompatible 
with the text and intentions of its 
authors. A singular diplomatic 
success story. Resolution 242 
(together with Resolution 338, its 
companion), has already made 
one peace treaty possible, and it 
continues to serve as the sole 
agreed basis for future agree- 
ments. 

Resolution 242, in conjunction 
with toe Camp David accord — in 
which Israel recognised “toe 
legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
nian people” — affirms the 
obligation of the parties to estab- 
lish a just and lasting peace by 
direct negotiations, with outside 
assistance if so desired. 

It stipulates that Arab states 
must end their state of belligeren- 
cy towards Israel. It calls for the 
acknowledgment of the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and independence of every state 
in toe area and their right to live 
in peace within secure and recog- 
nised boundaries; and provides 


for the withdrawal of Israeli 
armed forces from territories 
occupied in 1967 to secure and 
recognised boundaries to be con- 
tracted in the treaties of peace. 

As long as toe Arab side, and 
in particular Syria, hesitates to 
commit itself in binding terms to 
the central aim of Resolution 242, 
toe conclusion of full contractual 
peace, prospects remain dim for 
the settlement of other outstand- 
ing issues. 

Hie dissolution of toe Soviet 
empire has created novel oppor- 
tunities to resolve long deadlock- 
ed conflicts. Russia is no longer 
an element of disturbance in the 
Middle East and in the United 
Nations. It supports the settle- 
ment of regional conflicts, en- 
courages Arab- Israel peace nego- 
tiations and cooperates with the 
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other permanent members of toe 
Security Council. 

For too long, Arabs and 
Israelis have wasted lives, re- 
sources and opportunities in ster- 
ile hostility. The Arab states, un- 
able to eliminate Israel by force, 
made the United Nations their 
battleground, reversing the 
Gausewiiz doctrine that war is a 
continuation of diplomacy by 
other means. Israel held its 
ground in both arenas. 

In connection with the U.S. 
occupation of defeated Japan, 
Dean Acheson wrote, "Force can 
overcome force, but a free society 
cannot steel itself to dominate 
another people by sheer force." 
Israel’s military experience and 
democratic vocation confirm both 
pans of toe Acheson doctrine. 
The Arab experience is marked 


by an accumulation of fury and 
frustration, as well as the failure 
to seize opportunities likely to 
turn their fortunes. In this way. 
the Arabs harmed themselves 
more than their foes could. 

Arabs and Israelis have finally 
moved from the battlefield to the 
conference table. By all appear- 
ances they realise that if their 
negotiators abandon that table 
without having accomplished 
their task, a torrent of violence 
may sweep their peoples back 
into rhe abyss of war. Two years 
from now the United Nations will 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
its founding. The presentation of 
Arab-lsraeli peace treaties to the 
U.N. registrar of treaties would 
be their most fitting and cher- 
ished tribute. 

The writer is a former director 
general of the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry and former ambassador 
to the United Nations. The article 
is reprinted from the Internation- 
al Hera/cf Tribune. 
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We’ll be holding our annual 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR from 


supporting this\. 

Save The Childreni/^ jl 
project which 1 * \ “T**- 

provides hundreds vi 
ol under-privileged 

women and ~ ^ ^ ^ ' 

children \ 




$ 


Dec 16th - 23rd at the 

\ Philadelphia Hotel 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

^ X An assortment of more 
J \ 3 f than 120 items of uniquely 

>^rland crafted products & designs. 
/OUR SALE SPECIALS WILL CONTINUE! 
For more information, please call 628760 
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for your X mas 
shopping , 

your house, your office, 
or personal space .. 
visit us at our store, 
we sell 

pOSterS .. &Larkrt 

prints .. booksjor ? ] i i ^ 

& originals |„ 





The British Bank of the Middle East 

is seeking to recruit a few clerical staff. 

Candidates should be proficient in English and possess a 
good university degree. 

They should be outgoing personalities with sales skills 
and be effective communicators in both written and 
spoken English . 

Candidates should be under 27. 

Interested parties should submit their applications along 
with the following: 

1- Curriculum Vitae. 

2- Copies of educational certificates & academic 
transcriot. 


To : 


The Human Resources Officer 
The British Bank Of The Middle East 
P.O.Box: 925286 
Amman - Jordan 


Telephone calls are not acceptable. 

Applicants who applied for jobs in the British Bank Of The 
Middle East in the past should not re-apply for this job 
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Sports 


Nantes beat PSG to take lead 


PARIS (R) — Nantes returned to 
the top of the French First Divi- 
sion when they beat previous 
leaders Paris St. Germain 1-0. 


The young Names side lost 
their league leadership last week 
when a fourth consecutive draw 
showed signs that they were slip- 
ping but they came out in deter- 
mined mood against the Pari- 
sians. 


Nicolas Ouedec scored the only 
goal in the 30th minute, putting in 
a rebound after his penalty was 
saved by PSG keeper Bernard 
Lama. 

Nantes lead on 26 points with 
Monaco moving up to second on 


25 after a 2-0 win over Metz. 
Jerome Gnako and German strik- 
er Juergen Klinsmann scored for 
them in the first half. 

Paris St. Germain are third on 
24. ahead on goal difference of 
Auxerre who came from a goal 
down to win 2-1 away in Nim«. 

Young midfielder Corentin 
Martins scored both goals for the 
visitors after Ntmes had taken the 
lead in eighth minute through 
Christophe Buffat. 

Auxerre and France keeper 
Bruno Martini was sent off late in 
the game for a professional foul 
outside the box. He was one of 
four players shown the red card, 
inluding two other internationals. 


Franck Silvestre of Sochaux and 
Stephane Paille of Caen, who 
were dismissed in Sochaux's 1-0 
win over Caen. 


Champions Marseille, whose 
league form rarely matches their 
European Cup performances, 
made heavy weather of a home 
match with lowly Valenciennes, 
coming back from a goal down at 
halftime to win 2-1. 


A' blockbuster free kick from 
Franck Sauzee just after the 
break and a strike from Ghana's 
Abedi Pele nine minutes from 
time kept Marseille in fifth place, 
three points behind the leaders 
but with a game in hand. 


Stich delights fans 


MUNICH (R) — Michael Slich 
delighted his home German fans 
and his bank manager when he 
gained sweet revenge over Wimb- 
ledon conqueror Pete Sampras to 
reach the final of the Grand Slam 
Cup. 

Stich. prevented from defend- 
ing his Wimbledon title by Sam- 
pras in the quarter-finals, guaran- 
teed himself at least one million 
dollars after a 7-6, 7-6. 3-6. 7-6 
semifinal victory. Whatever the 
outcqpie of the final against 
American Michael Chang, who 
beat Croatian Goran Ivanisevic 
6-7. 6-2, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 in the other 
semifinal, Srich has already pock- 
eted more money from his three 
matches in Munich than he has 
earned in the whole of 1992. Stich 
and Chang, beaten finalist at last 
year’s event, will be fighting for a 
two-million dollars prize. 

The Stich-Sampras encounter 
was full of good quality serve- 
and-volley tennis on the fast, 
carpeted court. 

But the 1991 Wimbledon 
champion prevailed because he 
lifted his game on the crucial big 
points when three of the four sets 
went to tiebreaks. 

The German kept hi s cool to 
take the first set tiebreak 7-3 and 
won the second set decider 7-5. 

Former U.S. Open champion 
Sampras fought back in the third 
set but after both players dropped 
their serve Stich ran away with 
the fourth set tiebreak 7-2. 

Fourth-seeded Ivanisevic, who 
was heavily touted to win the 
$6-miUion tournament with his 
powerful serve, has only himself 
to blame for his defeat by the 
former French Open champion. 

The towering left-hander lost 
control of his game completely as 



Michael Stich 


the diminutive Chang came back 
from one set down to triumph in 
three hours 39 minutes. 

Despite a brief fourth-set reviv- 
al, the world number four, whose 
normally strong serve-and-volley 
game should have been too much 
for Chang, spent much of the 
match cursing and throwing his 
racket. around jin frustration. . 

Ivanisevic was twice penalised 
for- unsportsmanlike behaviour af- 
ter he hit a ball at a. scoreboard 


and slung his racket down the 
court. 


Stich said he was not the title 
favourite even though his game is 
best suited- to the fast surface. 

Michael is the kind of player 
who never gives up on any point, 
the German said. "The chances 
in the final are 50-50. 

■*fcbang showed by beating 
Goran that he is capable of play- 
ing on the fast surface." 


Own goal saves Bayern 


BONN (R) — An own goal by 
Schalke's Thomas Unke saved 
Bundesliga leaders Bayern 
Munich from an embarrassing 
home defeat. 

Steffen Freund stunned the 
35,000 crowd with a 53rd minute 
strike for mid-table Schalke but 
nine minutes later Linke put the 
ball past his own goalkeeper after 
losing an aerial clash with 
Bayern's Bruno Labbadia. 

Second-placed Eintracht 
Frankfurt squandered a two-goal 
lead against Hamburg and drew 
3-3. 

Leading marksman Anthony 
Yeboah and Uwe Rahn were on 
target in the ninth and 12th mi- 
nutes respectively before Frank 


Rohde replied for the visitors. 

Okocha restored Eintracht’s 
advantage in the 36th minute but 
Hamburg showed a remarkable 
improvement in second half. 

They salvaged a point by scor- 
ing twice in two minutes through 
Michael Spies and Thomas Von 
Heesen. 

Third-placed Werder Bremen 
also drew. 1-1 at home to VFB 
Stuttgart. 

Wynton Rufer’s ninth minute 
penalty kept Werder ahead until 
a minute from the end when Fritz 
Walter levelled by the same 
method. 

Karlsruhe's Sergei Kirjakow 
scored and was later sent off in 
the 3-1 defeat at Borussia Dort- 


mund. 

Dynamo Dresden's rath re- 
ceived his marching orders for 
insulting the referee in the 3-1 
loss to Klaiserslautern. 


Norwich lose but still keep 
lead 


Mark Hughe's second half 
strike earned manch ester United 
a 1-0 triumph over Premier 
League leader Norwich as the 
chasing teams cut the pacesetter's 
advantage from eight to five 
points. 


Sao Paulo 
win World 
Club title 


TOKYO (R) — European power 
play proved no match for Brazi- 
lian speed, guile and dribbling 
Sunday as Sao Paulo clinched the 
World Soccer Club Cham- 
pionship in Tokyo with a thrilling 
2-1 win over favourites Barcelona 
of Spain. 

Two goals from centre-forward 
Rai, in the 27th and 79th minutes, 
cancelled out a 12th-minute score 
from Bulgarian striker Hristo 
Stoitchkov to give the Brazilians 
a well-deserved victory. 

After an even first half, the 
Brazilians came out and domin- 
ated the second with solid de- 
fence and fast, precise break- 
aways, with right winger Muller 
and right back Vitor tormenting 
the Barcelona defence. 

"We are making no excuses," 
Barcelona's Dutch coach Johan 
Cruyff told a post-match news 
conference. “TheiF rhythm was 
better than ours, except for the 
first 10 minutes. They had a very 
good team." 

.Asked whether his team took 
the game seriously, rather than 
just a diversion from their main 
job of retaining the Spanish 
championship, he said: ‘‘Of 
course we did. We came to win. 
We are proud to be here." 

AU three goals were gems, 
giving the respective keepers no 
chance. 

Stoitchkov made the first 
breakthrough, chesting the ball 
down just outside die penalty box 
and sending a brilliant left-foot 
shot into the far left corner of the 
goal. 

Fifteen minutes later. Muller 
took the ball into the box on the 
left, superbly dummied his mar- 
ker and flashed over a low cross 
which Rai bent lower to head into 
the right corner. 

The winner was even better. 
From a free kick three metres 
outside the penalty box. Rai 
worked a one-two with Cafu and 
curled a right-footed shot over 
the defensive wall and into the 
top left-hand corner. 

The game, in from of a 60.000 
full house at Tokyo's National 
Stadium and a television audi- 
ence of hundreds of millions in 
106 countries, was played in blus- 
tery conditions under a cloudless 
I'winter sky. 

Barcelona seemed to lose their 
rhythm in the second half, wifh 
Stoitchkov a lonely figure up 
front, Danish striker Michael 
Laudrup marked out of the game 
and their midfield ineffective. 

Sao Paulo, meanwhile, looked 
more and more dangerous with 
fast breakaways that found many 
boles in a Spanish defence unable 
to dealing with the Brazilians' 
fine dribbling, changes of pace 
and spot-perfect passes. 

This was the L3th year the 
champions of Europe and South 
America had played their Toyota 
Cop world title decider in Tokyo. 

Cruyff was asked afterwards if 
Barcelona's defence had made 
mistakes. “In Holland we say if 
you are going to be hit by a car, it 
is best to be hit by a Ferrari,” he 
said. “In other words, I don't 
think we made any particular 
mistakes." 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bowe flies in to ‘chicken’ reception 


LONDON (R) - World heavyweight 

was confronted at Heathrow Airpofl n »his weekend .It was 
chicken costumes when he flew into Britain this Bowe 

the latest bizarre incident in the ongomg^gaof^e^Bow 
will agree to fight Briton Lennox Lewis for the nde wonoy 
beating Evander Holyfield last month-Le’ 

Bowe for as little as three million pounds 

leaving the American with the lion s share of an ** 

puree But Bowe’s handlers want their man to makehB 
defence against an alternative fighter- 

Bowe said: "1 hope to fight Leonox real soon, but the de^have 
still to be worked out. Maybe then Til have a nice duck 
dinner.’" 


Girardelli beats Feutrler.Tomba 


ALTA BADIA. Italy (AP) - Four tone 

Marc Girardelli of Luxembourg Sunday captured 

of the season - the 37th of his career- bearing France ; 9 Mm 

Feutrier and Italian superstar Alberto Tomba in a ^ant sWorn 

race. Girardelli. a 29-year-old Austnan-born staerwbo ssho^ng 

for an unprecedented fifth World Cop 

winning aggregate tone of 2 minutes, 46.25 s^ondsmrwo rum 
down toe Grand Risa course. Following a ^oitbjptaoe m a 
downhill at nearby Val Gardena the victory gave Gimdetotm 
overaO lead of 236 points in toe cup stamfings after seven races. 

Martin wins second Hong Kong Open title 


HONG KONG (R) — Australian Rodney Maitm wot ho second 
Hong Kong Open squash title with a 12-15. Lj-13, 15-14, 15-9 
victory over top seeded compatriot Cbm Dittmar^ S unday . 
Number two seed Martin, champion in 1986 b efore P alustmis 
Jansher Khan began a run of five successive : triumphs, brushed 
aside the disappointment of losing the first game to win 
impressively. Dittmar. in his fourth Hong Kong Open final, was 
always under pressure from toe former world champion who 
displayed tremendous touch at toe front of the court. "Everything 
seems to have clicked for me this week, “the 27-year-old Martin 
said after picking up the Sll.700 winner’s cheque. I’ve fdt good 
and really keen to play." 


Benn stops Piper in 11th round 


LONDON (R) — Nigel Bean's strategy of softening up chaflen- 
ger Nicky Piper-with body shots worked to perfection as he 
retained his WBC su per-nfiddleweight title. Bean’s relentless 
pressure ended midway through the 11th round when referee 
Larry O'Connell stepped in to save the brave Welshman from 
further punishment. Piper, tiring badly from Bean's body assault, 
had taken a crushing right to the head before a left book sent him 
crashing back into toe ropes and down for a count of eight. When 
toe challenger got up, Benn piled in a flurry of punctoes to the 


head and O'Connell was eventually forced to step in. 



MIAMI (AP) — Charles Barkley scored 39 points, but almost cost 
Phoenix toe game in the closing seconds before the Suns won their 
seventh straight, 122-118 over the Miami Heat. 

The Suns led 120-117 when Barkley threw away an mbotmds pass 
and then fouled grant long, who made toe first of two from the line to 
pull toe heat within two with 16 seconds left in the game. 

Long missed toe second shot, bur on the rebound, toe Suns' Tom 
Chambers fouled Willie Burton, who went to the line with the chance . 
to tie toe score. 

Burton missed both free throws, however, and Danny Ainge, who " 
scored 23 points for Phoenix, was fouled and hit two from the line for 


toe final margin. 
In Chicago Mic 


lichael Jordan scored 30 points and Chicago snapped 
New Jersey's four-game road winning streak, 95-89. 

The loss was only toe second in nine games for the Nets, now 6-4 
on the road. New Jersey has not won at Chicago stadium since 
January 1986. 

In Dallas San Antonio, led by David Robinson’s 22 points, broke 
open a dose game in toe third quarter to hand Dallas its 12to 
consecutive loss 113-91. 

The Spurs, winning for just toe third time in 10 road games, broke 
away from the Mavs with a 27-9 run in the first minutes of the second 
half after leading just 55-53 at halftone. 

Karl Malone had 27 points and 14 rebounds as Utah won for the 
sixth time in seven games, routing Milwaukee 108-82. 

Patrick Ewing and Charles Smith each scored 21 points, and New 
York overcame poor shooting with a fourth quarter rally against 
Detroit, snapping toe Pistons’ five game winning streak 95-68. 

Joe Du mare led Detroit with 19 points. Dennis Rodman, who 
entered the game with a streak of seven consecutive games of at least 
20 rebounds, finished with 16. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH H1RSCH 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — -Both vulnerable, as South 
‘you hold: 

4AKJ864 92 . J73 *83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

3 * Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


laydown. 


A. — Believe your opponents. West 
has preempted and East did notact, 
so partner must have a reasonable 
hand and may have rejected making 
a takeout double because of spade 
weakness. Since you are amply for- 
tified in that department, balance 
with three spades. 


Q J2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

#AKJ6 85 . Q9872 *52 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 . 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold’ 

*KQ 10543 ~Q10 6 *QJ103 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

2 *• Pass 2 * Pass 

3 7 Pass 3 * Pass 

4 ■! Pass ? 

• — Artificial and forcing 
What do you bid nuw? 

A. — Don’t get overexcited —it 
looks as if you have a glorious mis- 
fit. You have already shown a six- 
card spade suit, so for the moment 
be content with a simple preference 
to four hearts. The next move is up 
to partner. 


What do you bid now 7 
A. — North almost surely has at 
least three -card diamond support 
because the response- to S Layman 
denied four cards in either major. 
So what? Despite a potentiality ten- 
uous heart holding, you should not 
look for an II -trick contract with 
your balanced 10 points. Bid three 
no trump. 


Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q1 076 QJ9 :K QJ& *83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pas® I ‘ Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The one thins you can't do is 
bid two spades— Chat would be a 
reverse, forcing to game, and part- 
ner has already denied four spades. 
With a balanced 1 1 points and rea- 
■ son able intermediates, invite game 
by bidding two no trump. 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQS8742 7AJ5 73 *6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You want to be in game, and 
you know in which strain, so jump 
to four spades. Remember, a jump 

rebid of three spades is only invita- 
tional and partner would pass on 
many hands where game is 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*83 KQJ6 AQJ83 *62 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — If you follow the Rule of Two 
and Three, this is a close decision. 
Partner promises seven tricks, and 
you could easily deliver ihe three 
needed for game. However, we feel 
that, at best, you will be on a finesse 
for four spades, so we would pass. 


Peanuts 


I THINK YOU WERE 50RN 
CRABBY, YOU'RE CRABBY NOW. 
AMP YOU'LL BE CRABBY FOR 
THE REST OF YOUR LIFE.. 




Andy Capp 



next caofr ivtevALWAv’s 
REMEMBER, AND ARE 
REb HOTON TRVtNS T*) 
KEEP YOU TO AU.TV4E _ 
THINGS YOU SAID* TO 

'fiM-rwe nkswt before: 



J£=2£fc 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



FORECAST for monbaY 


i ■ .v* y,', i ,n ? r 


.... 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Cam^f ffigfaer-fa. ' 

wting partner:* ^ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Ma- 
jor and minor thtngs scc gi out « 
synchronism as nothing seems to 
go right — Of rite way yon planned 
it today. Exercise ewe to travel as. 
well as inspeech. Gotabed early.. 

ARSES: (Maxell 21 to Aprfl t9j 
Think mostly in terms of intimate 
duties i>"d activities that arc: diffi- 
cult to amend to and get them 
behind your tonight avoid a new- 
comer. 


tSscri 


smart 

teipfel to yxm. 

UBRA: (Se 
. 22)I>aringl_ 

Stick to what ymtr i 




TAURC& (April 20 to. May 20) 
There is a friend who is m need of , 
some service and assistance from 
you so give it fredy and yon can be 
very befpfat as weii s aid your own 
future. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to Juae 21) You 
have a passel af things to do in the 
outride worfd in oida to -have a 
pu t* forward there ar other 
matters as the new week enters. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are some new gpak 
about which you Deed to get _as 
much information as possible and 
don’t allow dull duties to keep you 
from gaining them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
when you make red headway by 
looking at your assets and. liabili- 
ties and devise a better plan try 
which you handle than scnstUy- 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Don’t let a family member talk 
you or get you to do errands so you 
wiQ be unable to get of with a 


-TW" “ w - 

rioft to beoB just rasa 

rmAyen. 

SCORPKfc ( 0 «b<y 2 ?V 
ber 21)R»cg6 usttafpai 
vilfes while yoacoassfeg: 
you cain best do.tfta., 
usd^coot^uwom^g^ 

. more . bappaesssJ •* 
SAGXTTARXBS: (Np*» 


of your ihat^^» ato 
(ferns . and 

rittOT Wttb jnoic easei^ , 




getting .ota- 
more 


to 


reacttv^ mpdi biybi 


ary 19) This is tfc t 
mote dnctbdai 
you warn tbc tno*^ 
inroads in 
opposition 
FbCg ffe 


and yoq find titey have* 1 
you bad /not todentoqt 
vaze them. 


THE BETTER HALF- 


MANAGE 

COUNSELOR 



“If I have to be miserable wifliA 
someone I'm glad I get to be - 
miserable with you . n '[ '"."f 


: ■ • -1 

--abR. . f ; .v- £ 

I THAT SCRAMBICT WQr I 
by Henri AmoW-a«iM 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to 88Ch square, to form 
tour onfinary words. 


DOIMI 



~n 





BOGUM I 


tiiej 



LUITED 

nr 



sr 


O 

TR 

EBB 


□ 

1 


HE WAS '•PY'INff*: 

for a eoopvoofr- 

ABOUT THIS. V 


D 


Now arrange thaartritoWj^* 
form the surprise ans wer, 

Qeslad by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hen: fill 


Sgtonteys I Jumbles: drama emery brazen mwiwk 
I Answer The hobo tried to tsl ^talce.hut itlanri! 0 ^ 
be mis— A "BUMMER" . 


,v _ 


THE Daily Crossword by Florence^. 


Adflc 




ACROSS 
l Bean 

5 Minnesinger kin 
9 Fundamental 

14 Press 

15 Woodwind 
t6 Where the 

action Is 

17 Small one: suff. 
IS Gowtong tourist 

20 Regarding 

21 Wind direction 


22 Greek 

> marketptacas 

23 Tyke 

25 Obliterate 
27 Complain 

29 Make an effort 

30 Nora’s dog 

34 Haggard novel 
36 Perplexed 

38 Repress 

39 Early Scottish 
poet 

42 Woody 

43 Alert 

44 Napoleon's 
marshal 

45 Kick 

45 Period of nme 
47 Otherwise 

49 Extreme 
51 Hungarian 

composer 
54 Tomorrow 
58 Pickpocket 

50 Gambling town 
81 In the beginning 
83 ” — each life..." 

64 Real estate sign 

65 Uvelv dance 

66 Selves 

67 Man from 
Stockholm - 

68 Surrender 
89 Transmitted 



TrOumMHM 

M (bgnt, naaw va u 


7 Confederate 


DOWN 

1 Pale purple 

2 Erse 

3 Jefferson's 
home 

4 Luanda g land 

5 Tiresome 
person 

5 Maltreat 


8 Society girl 

9 Hat -bottomed 
vessel 

to Cartoonist Peter 

1 1 Vabcmator 

12 Peruvian 

13 Torts, a.g. 

19 Factte 

24 Culvert 

26 Macaw 
28 Sch. gp. 

30 Intention 

31 Prehistoric rums 
In Eng. 

32 Musical sound 

33 Qrifftth 

34 Mop 

35 Hawaiian aty 

37 Sung 

38 Oder 

40 Pem»t 

41 String ed 
instrument 

46 Dash 
48 Sequence 


noun onion 
ci id no raring £*£2 



49 Join 
SOFeKawM 


55 African 
Jfwar 


ourwaFiv mm \r Hflh 

SSDvorakofnwste WA^^N ^ ~n 

53 perch - 5 

54 Witty remarks . a 3 

* ^ 


Witty 
55 Lined up 







N &vy 


IpEf-. 


conomy 


JORDAN TIMES. MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1992 S 


Finandaf 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

ia co-operation with 
Cairo Amman- Bank 


^ Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
Zj^^ype^mber 7-December 11,1992) 

' ~ : ; ‘ r ^SMMAN — Dollar exchange rates witnessed wide fluctuations 
: • V.^uauM* the major European currencies during the course of last 

ii'- - : {neck* end ® d * he week onI Y modestly changed. Against the 

_ ft was 0.95 oer cent Inwpr ■ 


■ . - : r : ^-ejection of closer econom ic bonds with Europe and fuelled 

. 3 V? S ^ater by the Edinburgh Summit, favoured the German mark and 
; ito-ERM currencies, reflecting adversely on the dollar Mean- 
i 7 : the decline of trading volume ahead of the year-end 

1 Xicceotuated price movements, creating added pressures against 
n?s *C(«. he U.S. unit, as many traders had been sitting on accumulated 
> !®ng-dollar positions. 

;**. m -sV- News of the Swiss “No" vote to a proposition to join the 
-/^Biopean Economic Area flinched traders during Monday's 
.:. ‘ r: ^Asan trading, taking the Swiss franc sharply lower and the 
-7 ,ir R ioter higher. But a process of reevaluation later in the day 
V*"- taaodod that such a move should bolster the safe-haven status 
. . ” ~ 3 the Swiss franc, particularly at a time when the future of the 
: r -: ; ; ->tatos of ^ Swiss franc * particularly at a time when the future 
l!4: ^rfJhe European Economic unification process was so much in 
7';. - s-V# 1 - ’^ tie Swiss franc hence rebounded sharply while the 
‘ .'. “ f - * r>.|oBiBr dropped against most European currencies, closing at its 
owest levels of the week at 1.5565 marks $1.5983 to the pound 
>*■ i.' jxf 1.3935 Swiss francs. 

•'r -- '"Analysts explained, that given the already accumulated 
ttg-dollar positions, failure of the U.S. currency to rally 
. , I _ ' ' --,-lgi3flcantly, particularly against a strengthening Swiss franc, 
inxnpted many traders to adjust their positions, selling dollars 
as to minimize losses. 

- — Tuesday was uneventful, as technical factors continued to 
^"'Njveni trading, in the absence of other price-moving news. 

The dollar rebounded Wednesday, benefittmg mostly from a 
k.harp decline in the British pound. The pound, which lost more 

i Jin three cents, was sold off on news that a report by some 

anomic advisors to tbe British Conservative government was 
ailing for a two per cent cut in the base rate, and a 15 per cent 
evaluation. Whilst many observers did not expect any drastic 
huge in British economic policy in the near term, and 
uestioned strongly tbe feasibility of a devaluation, tbe report 
^ rvertheless, succeeded In unnerving many traders. 

■ — The dollar rose further Thursday, helped by rising tensions in 

Lossia, which always hurt the mark. The Bundesbank, in line 
' ~ -ith expectations, announced it was raising its target for money 
" jppjy growth for 1993. The U.S. unit hence closed at its highest 
^./ivek of tbe week at 1.5792 marks and $1.5550 to the pound. 

- Trading volume declined even more at the end of the week, as 
\ storm hit New York, preventing many traders from reaching 
-leir banks. In Europe, where the bulk of trading occurred, 
adeis refrained from going short on the mark because of 
^3 ^ 1t ^ nsioPS surrounding the ESM, despite the release of a set of 
■“■bsitffe U-S. economic reports. The data signalled encouraging 
z xjnomfc progress in the U.S. during November, which 
7. rompted several economic analysts to raise their forecasts for 

- ie GDP growth during the filial quarter of this year. 

Medium term expectations remain firmly in favour of the 
ollar against all European currencies, as the fundamentals are 

Kxeasingly pointing to an improving peace of economic 

Mwwy in the U.S., contrasted with a marked slow-down in 
'trinahy. But the director of exchange rates up until the' 
ar-^ndts, nevertheless, undear and could be subject for some 

- . j- ^-rgMe^due- to die technical considerations that govern at this 

- - . w^jlhe year. d - 

. w^Yoirk Closing RatK for Major Cnrmdu Against «fca 
_ k-OoBar. 

. T 4/12/92 WW92 

• Perceal 

- l • : ‘ Close Close Change 

9 - ^ m J . ■■■■ J " ■' 1 1 ■ 

- Poai>d 1.5605 1.5560 (0.2918 

y W stock Mark 1.5930 J.57S0 0.958 

[ rig Franc 1 .4285 1.4070 1.538 

^ J7 -each Franc 5.4070 5 .3935 0.25 % 

■' .pause Yen 124.95 7Z3.S7 0.878 

' - - SD l*r STt; 

w C un e Mcy tot ua rt Ratos'* 


4/12/92 


11/12/92 


~ Hrrrnc 7 

— S. Dnllur 


Pound 


rench Franc 



l-Y car i%) 

I-MobUi |%) l-Ycar |%> 

3 £7 

4 00 ' 

3.43 4.00 

J m O i 



7.06 

6.62 

7.19 6.66 


7.81 

9.12 7.87 


5.68 

6.06 5.5 0 

10.25 

9.06 

10.87 9.25 

3.87 

3.62 

3.87 3.65 
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■tnl Bank of Jordan Exchange Bate BiUtetin 
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■S. Dollar 


owng Pound 
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Clinton vows U.S. economic 
strategy to keep America on top 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (R) 
— President-elect Bill Chiton 
put Europe and Japan on notice 
Saturday his administration 
would develop a strategy to make 


nominating someone who will 
make the Commerce Department 
a powerhouse — Ron Brown." 

Mr. Clinton denied his admi- 
nistration would try to pick win- 


sure the United States wins the .ners and losers in the economy of 


race of the world's economic su- 
perpowers. 

In a sharp break from -the 
hands-off approach of the Repub- 
lican administrations of the past 
12 years Mr. Clinton said govern- 
ment must work with industry to 
help develop the critically- 
im port ant technologies of the fu- 
ture. 

“With Europe coming 
together, with the Japanese de- 
veloping closer and closer trading 
ties in the Far East, I think the 
United Stales needs ties with 
Canada, with Mexico, with others 
in this hemisphere." he told a 
news conference. 

"And I think we need a 
strategy so that we do not permit 
a squandering of our precious 
economic resources." he added. 

Mr. Clinton's comments may 
send shivers down the spines of 
U.S. competitors in Europe and 
Japan and kindle fears the world 
economy is splitting into trading 
blocs. 

At the news conference Mr. 
Clinton named Democratic Party 
Chairman Ron Brown as com- 
merce secretary and long-time 
friend Thomas McLarty to serve 
as White House chief of staff. 

"In my administration the 
Commerce Department will play 
a more visible and powerful role 
in rebuilding the American eco- 
nomy,” Mr. Clinton said. "I am 


the future by targeting certain 
industries or companies for sup- 
port. 

But he made clear the govern- 
ment would play a more active 
role in helping American industry 
under his rule than it has either 
under President George Bush or 
former president Ronald Reagan. 

"There has to be a national 
economic strategy in which gov- 
ernment is a partner with the 
private sector,” he said. 

He pointed to the U.S. agricul- 
ture and defence industries as 
examples of where government 
has played an important role. 

Alluding approvingly to a book 
by Lester Thurow, a prominent 
political economist. Mr. Clinton 
suggested there might be only 
one winner in the race to develop 
the technologies of the fixture and 
create high-wave jobs. 

Mr. Thurow's book “Head to 
Head” depicts a coming econo- 
mic battle between the United 
Slates, Europe and Japan to set 
the roles that will govern the 
world economy in the next cen- 
tury. 

“Unlike in past times there 
may not be a win-win situation," 
Mr. Clinton said. "There may 
just be a limited number of these 
jobs.” 

Those comments contrast 
sharply with the free-trade phi- 
losophy that has dominated 
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OOKPMOr'S HUG. 

TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 

PREY. 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

OPENING 

PRICE 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

jamna isuuac mum 

nr 

3.740 

J. 720 

3.730 

JURDAH KOMLIT BANK 

36, BIS 

2.470 

2.450 

2.46D 

THC BOOS me BJUH 

74,670 

3.670 

J.6B0 

3.680 

mmSTRDU. DEVKLOFMEHT BANK 

31,8a: 

3.110 

3.110 

3.120 

mood unt for saving g ibvestkoti 

133,641 

3.810 

3.630 

J.90D 

ARAB BNOZKO CORPORATION /JORDAN 

171.589 

3.170 

3.170 

3.170 

JORDAN RkTlaBW. RAHX 

163,519 

4.130 

4.100 

4.160 

AHpMI BANS m nvESTHOrr/OLD 

163,663 

1.6*0 

1.880 

1.830 

SEAL KUTAZE XWESlKEirr 

900 

1.800 

1.800 

3.800 

RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

96,076 

4.130 

4.100 

4.110 

BDSMR63 HANK 

5.5IJ 

3.170 

3.150 

3.150 

BEIT EIHAL SAnROCINVUlNENT FOR HODS I PC 

55,318 

5.490 

5.460 

5.470 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK • - 

-■ 3.850 

30.000 

19.000 

19.000 

ARAB BANK > { .. flW 

■“ 59,980 

119.500 

119.500 

120.000 

GENERAL ABASIA THBBRAMat 

6,710 

3.300 

3.050 

3.050 

OBXBS ZBSBRAMCK ■* ' \ ' 

B13 

3.150 

3.250 

3.2S0 

JORDAN FRXNCZ3 XXSURAKZ 

*1.794 

3.390 

3.300 

3.360 

URHOOK INSURANCE 6 RETNEORAWZ 

713 

2.750 

2. 850 

2.850 

AMBXAR SEAS IB5URABCK 

4.B5B 

2. 7 JO 

2.650 

2.650 

ARAB LIFE 6 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

27,715 

3.150 

3.160 

3.180 

janoAmAH electric ram 

9,315 

1.530 

1.520 

1.540 

ARAB raiKHCATlORAL HOTELS 

20,078 

6.100 

6.100 

6.060 

LIFZ9TOX G FOOLTRS 

4,870 

1.230 

1.230 

1.230 

JODAK RATIONAL HUFFING LIKES 

460 

2.320 

2.300 

2.300 

UNITED MIDDLE BAST G COMBOORE HOTELS 

372, 155 

2.590 

3.580 

2.700 

JORDAN MEDICAL COKKNAFION 

4,138 

0.630 

0.650 

0.650 

HKBXMASX 8QVXP. RRBVINB G mnmaouacx 

14,267 

1.110 

1.300 

1.300 

PETRA EKBPRZSES G BCOIPWWTS LEASING 

5.316 

1.230 

1.210 

1.730 

XMOM ODLP REAL SSTAIK IMVWTHHIT 

18.501 

0.910 

0.910 

0.890 

KJIOlAA KUWAIT CO. FOB AGU . G FOOD PK». 

67,563 

3.000 

1.940 

1.970 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING G TRADING 

26,426 

1.660 

1.660 

1.670 

ARAB ALUMINIUM IWDUSTRT 

39,018 

10.650 

10.600 

10.550 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL KANVTAC7UPIMD 

38.347 

6.760 

6.750 

6.750 

TBE INDUSTRIAL OOTMERCIAL G AGRICULTURAL 

100.776 

6.120 

6.100 

6.070 


31.345 

22.600 

32.500 

22.600 

RATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

37,715 

5.820 

5.800 

5.900 

DAB AL DANA DEVELOPMENT G INVESTMENT 

58,068 

9.870 

9.800 

9.750 

INTERMEDIATE PETRD-CHEMXCAL INDUSTRIES 

23,836 

3.970 

3.940 

3.930 

ZEE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

23,956 

10.350 

ID. 650 

10.650 

JORDAN CKRAMTC INDUSTRIES 

1,385 

6.300 

6.150 

6.200 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

32 , 1 ID 

0.930 

8.910 

0. 890 

THE JORDAN PIPES NAMOPACIURUlC 

16,690 

3.300 

3.320 

3.380 

JORDAN TANNING 

748 

6.500 

6.500 

6.500 

ARAB CENTER TOR PRAMS. G CEEKLCALS 

194,456 

4.260 

4.230 

4.210 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

15,610 

3.040 

1.030 

1.030 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

72.467 

13.320 

13. 400 

13.400 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES A HATCH/ JIMOO 

3.335 

1.300 

1.290 

1.290 

SPINNING S HEAVING 

91,953 

3.250 

3.240 

3.210 

NATIONAL CABLE b MIBB MANUFACTURING 

15,398 

6.650 

6.60D 

6.600 

JORDAN 5ULPHO-CREHICALS 

93,491 

4.870 

4.860 

*.860 

ns JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

72,759 

1.630 

1.620 

1.600 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL IMDDBTRIES 

1,190 

2.440 

2.360 

2.380 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

154.3BO 

0.640 

0.660 

0.670 

UNIVERSAL KHJSIW INDUSTRIES 

187,821 

5.750 

5.730 

5.720 

ARAB INVESTMENT G IHEKMAXIOUL TRADE 

23,968 

3.110 

3.110 

3. IDO 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RE KINARY 

2.054 

8.600 

9.560 

8.550 

A 

GRAND TOTAL 

3.975,183 
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TEADrac volume in the parallel market 


/Cinema Tel: 634144 

^ PHILADELPHIA 
ALLIGATOR 11 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, 10:30 
Thu & Fri. special shows 
for children at 11:00 a m. 
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kinder garden cop 


AHLAN 


Tel: 625155 


X 



ISlabil & Hisham’s 

AHLAN THEATRE 

win be closed for the annual holiday as of Dec. 31. 1992 
. The temporary suspension of the 
■Welcome New World Order 1 
play will end by January 15, 1993. 


American policy-making since 
the end of World War II in which 
all nations benefited from rech- 
nological advances. 

Mr. Clinton also insists he is 
still committed to cutting taxes on 
the L>.S. middle class, but he and 
his new economic team made 
dear this week rhai it is not their 
first priority. 

Mr. Clinton's choices of play- 
ers for the rop economic posts in 
his administration suggest he is 
just as serious about reducing the 
budget deficit as about keeping 
his campaign pledge to cut taxes. 

And as he announces his 
second raft of cabinet appoint- 
ments Friday. Mr. Clinton said 
that revitalising the U.S. eco- 
nomy through promoting invest- 
ment was his first concern — 
aheads of a middle-class tax cut, 
which might give the economy 
just a temporary boost. 

Mr. Clinton denied he was 
deferring tax relief for middle- 
income Americans, saying that 
was still justified on the grounds 
of fairness. But he said such a 
move had to be accompanied by 
steps to cut the huge federal 
budget deficit. 

The president-elect said the 
kind of permanent changes he 
wanted in the tax code would 
"promote not only more fairness 
but even more importantly, more 
investment, which I always said 
was my first priority.” 

But these had to be "coupled 
with a multi-year deficit reduc- 
tion plan." he said at a news 
conference in Little Rock. 

Analysts said there was nothing 
really surprising in Mr. Clinton's 
remarks. 

“I think it (the middle-class tax 
cut) has been on the back burner 
for a while," said Jeff Faux, 
president of the Economic Policy 
Institute, a liberal think tank, 
“The middle-ciass tax cut really 
was something that he didn't 
emphasise for die last four or five 
months of the campaign. The 
emphasis changed to invest- 
ment.” 

During the campaign, Mr. 


AFM prepares to build new 
stock exchange in Shmeisani 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's stock 
exchange, undergoing a year-long 
boom, will build the Kingdom's 
first exchange building by 199S. 
its director said. 

Amman Financial Market 
C AFM) Director Umayya Toukan 
said Saturday the proposed new 
building in Amman's Shmeisani 
financial district had received 
cabinet approval and design firms 
would soon be invited to tender 
bids. 


He declined to specify the cost 
of the project, which he said 
would come from the exchange's 
own funds. 

“This is definitely a sign of 
confidence in the future of the 
market." Dr. Toukan said. 

He said the exchange is ex- 
pected to move out of rented 
office space into the new eight- 
siorv building, its first permanent 
home, by early 1995. The 15.000- 
to-20.000 square metre building 
will also include a three-floor 


underground car park and a res- 
taurant. 

Jordan's stock market, the 
most .active in the Middle East, 
has reached successive record 
trading highs in the past year, 
fueled by an infusion of money 
from citizens returned from the 
Gulf after Iraq’s iy90 in-. asion of 
Kuwait. 

Trading hit a monthly record 
value of 12S. 1 million dinars 
tS\S6 million) in November after 
rising steadily since August. 


EC leaders launch growth package 


EDINBURGH (Rl — European 
Community (EC) leaders laun- 
ched a "growth initiative" de- 
signed to inject more than 535 
billion of new investment into 
flagging economies but said they 
were determined to clamp down 
on budget deficits. 

Leaders hailed the package, 
designed to "boost confidence 
and promote economic recov- 
cery,” and said the success of 
their Edinburgh summit should 
help testore calm ro turbulent 
European currency markets. 

“As a result of these decisions, 
the Edinburgh council will be 
remembered as the summit that 
put the Community back together 
and put us back on track recov- 
cry,” British Prime Minister John 
Major told a news conference. 

The initiative offered little new 
hard cash, focusing rather on 
ways to promote investment in 
major public works projects 
through loan guarantees and 
sticking to well-worn policies of 
clamping down on inflation and 
budget deficits. 

Shocked by a relentless rise in 
unemployment across Europe 
and a sudden slowdown in Ger- 
many, the European Commun- 
ity's economic powerhouse, lead- 
ers said there were serious 


grounds for concern and put 
together a two-pronged package 
of measures: 

— Countries pledged to try to 
switch, if possible, the mix of 
spending in their national budgets 
in favour of infrastructure pro- 
jects. But they made it clear that 
there was little room to man- 
oeuvre and there would be no 
reflationary boost to demand that 
cold increase already large de- 
ficits. 

— Lending will be stepped up 
through the European Invest- 
ment Bank (E1B) and a new 
"European Investment Fund.” 

The EIB would set up a new 
facility of five billion ECU (£6.2 
billion), which in turn could sup- 
port projects through the "lever- 
age” of extra funds of about $11 
billion. 

The new fund, which might 
take five to six months to set up 
and would indude money from 
commercial banks, would total 
two billion ECU ($2.5 billion). 
The use of loan guarantees could 
leverge investment estimated at up 
to $26 billion. 

The aim of the package would 
be to speed up road and rail links 
and particularly help small and 
medium-sized firms. 

Breaking with tradition, lead- 


ers invited their finance ministers 
to Edinburgh for separate talks 
on the economy. But they were 
dogged by rumours that they 
were holding secret talks on 
changing curfency values in the 
European Exchange Rate 
Mechanism (ERMl. in turmoil 
since summer. 

■ Several leaders said they hoped 
their growth package, coupled 
with deals on the EC's future 
budget and the “Danish prob- 
lem" over the Maastricht Treaty 
on economic and political union, 
help restore confidence. 

“This should help bring confi- 
dence and stability back to the 
markets and generate confidence 
and growth which frankly is not 
there," Irish Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds said. 

Several finance ministers failed 
to conceal their frustration at the 
persistently high level of German 
interest rates, for many European 
countries the root cause of the 
current turbulence in the ERM. 

But Horst Koehler, one of 
Germany's top finance ministry 
officials, said ministers had de- 
liberately not tabled the ERM for 
discussion by leaders, knowing 
full well that speculation over thr 
outcome would cause even more 
unrest on markets. 


S h s sis ch:in8ed 0 inves ' West German industrial orders 

During the campaign, Mr. m ■ m 

?ol on p^df S 6o“ ic in p ^ decline for eighth straight month 


cuts to middle-class families, 
offering them a $300 tax cut per 
child or $300 for a couple. 

But questions arose about 
whether he intended to follow 
through on the pledge after his 
choice for White House Budget 
•Chief "Leori Panetta said he 
thought cutting the budget de- 
ficit, now Dearly $300 billion, was 
more important than cutting 
taxes. 

While Mt. Clinton assured re- 
porters Mr. Panetta was not re- 
jecting a tax out for the middle 
class, there are no passionate 
advocates of such a cut among the 
rest of his economic team. 

Mr. Clinton chose conservative 
Texas Senator Lloyd Bentsen as 
treasury secretary and Wall 
Street investment banker Robert 
Rubin to coordinate economic 
policy in his administration. 

The most left-wing of the new 
economic advisers. Harvard poli- 
tical economist Robert Reich, has 
emphasised government invest- 
ment in infrastructure, education 
and training. 


BONN (R) — West German 
industrial orders fell in October 
for the eighth consecutive month, 
offidal ’data has showed andjpri- 
vate economists predicted the 
trend would lead to the first drop 
in the region's factroy output for 
10 years. 

The industrial orders slid a 
provisional 5.1 per cent in Octo- 
ber from a month earlier and 
were down 9.7 per cent from a 
year earlier, the economics minis- 
try said. 

"Industry orders in West Ger- 
many ... foil considerably and 
reflect the dear weakness in the 
economy,” the ministry said in a 
statement. It revised Upwards 
September data to show a drop of 
0.2 per cent. 

Tbe figures gave a snapshot of 
an industrial complex which has 
seen monthly orders retreat since 
March. In October, demand for 
western German factory goods 


fell shaiply, with domestic orders 
down 4.7 per cent and foreign 
orders six per cent. 

Declining corp° rate invest- 
ment outaly hit capital goods 
hardest. Orders in this key sector 
fell seven per cent in October 
from September and plunged 
12.4 per cent from a year earlier. 
Domestic orders fell down 7.4 per 
cent, while foreign orders slid 6.2 
per cent. 

The IFO Institute, one of Ger- 
many's five leading economic re- 
search institutes, said in a recent 
company survey industrial output 
would foil this year for the first 
time since 19S2. 

Tbe steady decline in new fac- 
tory orders would cause industry 
production to fall even further in 
1993. 

Based on survey of west Ger- 
man companies, IFO said indus- 
try output would drop by 1.5 per 
cent in real terms in 1992 and 
three per cent next year. 


Engineering would be hit har- 
dest by falling capital investment, 
but, combined with a weak 
domestic economy and low ex- 
port volume, all industry sectors 
would be effected. IFO said. 

“This is an alarm signal," Rolf 
Kroker, economist at the 
Cologne-based German Econo- 
mic Institute, told German radio. 

Mr. Kroker said many firm had 
already cut back investment plans 
because of the weak economy 
and high German production 
costs. 

High wages and corporate 
taxes were causing foreign inves- 
tors to "swerve around Ger- 
many," he said. 

“Last year, German companies 
invested 29.2 billion mark*. 
billion) abroad, while foreign 
companies invested oniy i.y bil- 
lion marks ($1.2 billion) ir. Ger- 
many." he said, adding; "That 
must make one begin to won- 
der." 


VILLA FOR RENT 

2 storey villa, American system, garage, garden and 
telephone with independent central heating. 

Location: Bayader Wadi Seer, Jandawil area. 

Te!. 821244 


Now is the Time 




Im 


Apartotei 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

Cali Aqaba tel.: D3/313512, fax: 83/314339. 


Furnished and unfurnished villas and apartments avail- 
able for rent in different locations in Amman. 

Also wanted villas and apartments in different areas of 
Amman. 

Tel. 694577, Amman. 


2 FURBISHED DELUXE APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT 

The first is a fourth storey apartment (root), the second is a 
ground floor apartment, each of them consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 
salons, kitchen, bathroom and balcony with separate central 
heating and telephone Location: Shmeisani near Rosary Col- 
lege. 

Tel. 686568 - 621204 - 671313 







To do your 
Christmas shopping. 
Finest gifts of 
finest gems of 
the world. 


View of Dajani Jewellers Snopsi' 

I 

^ Dajani Jewellers - Amra Hotel I 


— NUTRITION WANTED 

A VERY WELL QUALIFIED FEMALE NUTRITION IS 
URGENTLY REQUIRED. MUST HAVE GOOD EXPERIENCE 
IN DIETING. 

GOOD APPEARANCE & ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

SALARY ACCORDING TO EXPERIENCE & CAPABILITY. 

CALL: 669450 AMMAN 


MERCEDES 200 E — DUTY UNPAID 

1.200 E, 1990, dark blue, automatic, 
sunroof ABS, central-lock, rear head- 
rests.. .etc. 

2. 200 E, 1 990, arctic white, automatic, 
sunroof ABS, central-lock, rear head- 
rests.. .etc. 

Please call: 823789 


URGENT 

AMMAN FRENCH SCHOOL 
RECRUSTS 

Part-time Financial Clerk (Accountant) 
Experience in book-keeping and fluency in 
French requested. 

Secreteria! skills an asset 

Send C.V. and photo before December 20th to: 

ECOLE FRANCAISE D'AMMAN 

P.O.BOX 830059 Amman 

Tel: 826830/ 826846 
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Bosnian fees discuss truce 


SARAJEVO (R) — Senior offic- 
ers of the warring Muslim. Croat 
and Serb forces met the comman- 
der of U.N. peacekeeping forces 
in Bosnia Sunday in a fresh 
attempt to bring fighting to a halt. 

Talks began at Sarajevo Air- 
port with Major-General Philippe 
Morillon challenging the three 
ethnic foes to demonstrate their 
commitment to a ceasefire they 
agreed to but have ignored. 

The talks were accompanied by 
reports from Muslim-controlled 
Sarajevo Radio and the Bosnian-Serb 
News Agency (SRNA) of heavy 
fighting across the former Yugos- 
lav republic, engulfed by war 
since MusSos and ethnic Croats 
voted for independence in 
March. 

Gen. Morillon. who heads 
7,500 U.N. troops in Bosnia, said 
Saturday he would press the three 
sides to abide by the ceasefire and 
added: “I am not a magician. I'm 
not a prophet but 1 think the 
conditions are established for 
negotiations." 


talks were not improved by re- 
ports from the battlefields. 

Sarajevo Radio said Serb gun- 
ners pounded the towns of Tuzla, 
Bihac. Bugojno. Tesanje and 
Zavidoviri in me north and Capl- 
jina in the south. 

It claimed allied Muslim and 
Croat forces launched successful 
counter-offensives around Gra- 
dacac in the north and Turbc. 
west of Sarajevo, and captured 
Serb-held villages. 

Both sides reported, fighting 
around Turbe Saturday. 

Croat and Muslim forces Satur- 
day launched an attack in north- 
ern Bosnia, near the Croat-held 
enclave of Orasje. in an attempt 
to cut the land corridor between 
Serbia proper and captured terri- 
tory in Croatia. SRNA said. 


He added: “It is up to the 
leaders to pay mere than lip 
service to the peace process. We 
are in a vicious circle and we have * 
to break out of this circle." 

Gen. Morillon and the military 
envoys also discussed prospects 
for the demilitarisation of the 
besieged Bosnian capital of 
Sarajevo and a Serb proposal to 
allow free movement in and out 
of the city by civilians. 

Fighting has worsened during 
the last two weeks and chances of 
the 18th ceasefirek of the war 
being made to stick at Sunday's 


According to the agency. Mus- 
lim and Croat forces launched 
infantry and mortar attacks dur- 
ing the night all the 100 
kilometres length of the Serb 
front in southeast Bosnia. 

It quoted Serb military sources 
as saying the attackers were rein- 
forcing their troops in the region 
with more men and equipment 
and accused Croats of burning 
down Serb villages. 


In Sarajevo, a U.N. official 
said Serb artillery fired on a repair 
team escorted by peacekeepers 
while trying to patch up damaged 
electrical installations and restore 
the city’s power. 

“Five rounds landed near the 
team." Mik Magnusson said. “It 
seemed quite deliberate. The Ser- 
bian side fired.” 

He added: “‘It is deeply dis- 


tressing for us to go out with veiy 
brave local engineers who don’t 
have hard hats or bullet proof 
vests and then get 'shot at. It is 
discouraging." 

Sarajevo's population of 

580.000 trapped since the war 
began by a Serb siege, are virtual- 
ly without electricity, water and 
heating and rely on U.N. aid for 
food. The temperature in the city 
was three below freezing Sunday. 

In Banja Luka in northern Bos- 
nia. International Red Cross offi- 
cials said evacuation of the noto- 
rious Serb Manjaca detention 
camp was due to start Monday 
and that it would be emptied of 
its 3,000 male inmates by Friday. 

Serbs, themselves short of food 
and resources, can no longer 
keep the camp going. The de- 
tainees will be taken firstly in 
buses to Kariovac in Croatia and 
then to other countries which 
have agreed to receive them. 

The camp was opened last 
spring during ethnic fighting and 
the purge of the local Croat and 
Muslim populations in Serb 
“ethnic cleansing" operations. 

Meanwhile, the commander of 
U.N. forces in the former Yugos- 
lavia has warned against Western 
military intervention in the Bos- 
nian war, the Washington Post 
reported in its Sunday editions. 

Lieutenant-General Satish 
Nambiar,- who commands the 
United Nations Protection Force, 
told the newspaper in an inter- 
view in Zagreb. Croatia, chat such in- 
tervention could jeopardise his 

23.000 U.N. troops and ruin an 
aid operation aimed at helping 
1.6 million people. 


On Friday President-elect Bill 
Clinton spoke in favour of seek- 
ing a new U.N. resolution enforc- 
ing the ban on Serbian flights 
over Bosnia-Herzegovina. And 
on Saturday U.S. Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagleburger said 
Washington will try to persuade 
its allies "fb use military force 
against Serbian aircraft violating 
the ban. 

Gen. Nambiar suggested in the 
interview the increasing calls for 
military measures by Western 
forces may be because’of the ease 
and speed with which U.S. troops 
entered Somalia to combat 
famine and stop gang looting of 
food and other aid. 

“You cannot compare Bosnia 
and Somalia," the general was 
quoted as saying. “The moment 
you start comparing it you come 
to all the wrong conclusions.” 

Citing Bosnia's mountainc 
terrain, the lack of clearly-drawn 
battle lines and an abundance of 
Serbian weapons, Gen. Nambiar 
told the Post that if the West 
becomes militarily involved "the 
whole ballgame" inside Bosnia 
could change. 

In Edinburgh, the European 
Community (EC) summit piled 
new pressure on Serbia and Bos- 
nian Serbs to end the Bosnian 
war and condemned “acts of un- 
speakable brutality" against Bos- 
nian Muslim women in detention 


camps. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand announced late Saturday 
that his country would ask the 
United Nations to authorise en- 
forcement of the no-fly zone over 
Bosnia. 


Yeltsin seems set to keep Gaidar 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin seems likely to keep 
his favoured economic helmsman 
as head of government — at least 
for four more months — after a 
trial of strength with Russia’s 
mutinous legislature. 

Mr. Yeltsin and the Congress 
of People's Deputies agreed a 
compromise deal Saturday to end 
an acute political crisis that had 
threatened to divide the vast 
country. 


will nominate Monday one of the 
top three for the post. 

Most deputies say this, in ail 
likelihood, will be Acting Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar, a free 
market radical and pivotal figure 
in Russia's economic reform 
drive. 


Under a nine-point package. 
Russia will hold a referendum cm 
April 11 to decide the outlines of 
a new constitution. 

The compromise allows the 
president, battling the 
conservative-dominated congress 
to push ahead with radical econo- 
mic reform, to have the final 
word on the choice of prime 
minister. 

Under the deal, congress will 
vote on several candidates for 
prime minister and Mr. Yeltsin 


If congress rejects Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s nomination of Mr. Gaidar 
he will at least be able to keep 
him as acting prime minister until 
April. “If that person does not 
win a majority, I shall appoint 
Yegor Gaidar as acting head of 
government until the eighth con- 
gress,” Mr. Yeltsin tola Moscow 
Channel One Television. 


Mr. Gaidar, 36, has been at the 
centre of a trial of strength be- 
tween Yeltsin and the congress. 
Its conservative deputies say Mr. 
Gaidar's stewardship of the eco- 
nomy has driven people to pover- 

*y- 

When congress rejected Mr. 
Gaidar’s nomination as full prime 


minister last Wednesday, Mr. 
Yeltsin verbally savaged the 
legislature and then, over the 
heads of deputies, appealed to 
the people to throw it out in a 
referendum. 

Meanwhile, EC leaders ex- 
pressed strong support for Mr. 
Yeltsin's reform programme as 
the Russian president fought for 
control in Moscow's political cri- 
sis. 

“The Russian government, 
under the authority of president 
Yeltsin, has brought in practical 
reform measures of historic sig- 
nificance," the leaders said in a 
declaration issued early Sunday 
after the end of their Edinburgh 
summit. 


“We strongly support the pro- 
cess of transformation now under 


way aimed at a free, united and 
prosperous Russia,” they said, 
adding: “Substantial progress has 
been made in only one year, 
despite the inevitable difficul- 
ties." 


Angola seizes 


S. African 


plane in 
Huambo 


‘4 


LISBON (Agencies) — The 
Angolan government has seized a 
South African light aircraft which 
made an unauthorised landing in 
the central city of Huambo and 
has arrested all four people on 
board, Angolan state radio said. 

The radio, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, said the Cessna plane had 
fown in from Oshakati in north- 
ern Namibia with a South African 
military pilot and three journal- 
ists on board. 

The journalists apparently 
planned to interview Jonas 
Savimbi, the leader of Angola's 
former rebel movement UNITA, 
who retreated to Huambo, a UN- 
IT A stronghold, after rejecting 
UNIT A' s defeat in elections last 
September. 


A Portuguese Television crew 
who flew to Huambo to interview 
Mr. Savimbi earlier this week 
reported that UN IT A forces con- 
trolled the airport. 

Government officials and UN- 
TTA rebels accused each other 
Saturday of massing troops in 
neighbouring countries for 
attacks into Angola. 

The charges are the latest in a 
series of events that have in- 
creased doubts over a pledge 
made several days ago by the 
rebels to join the coalition gov- 
ernment and halt fightine. 


UNITA accused the Angolan 
government . of massing troops 
across the border in Namibia for 
an attack on Jamba, a rebel stron- 
ghold 750 kilometres south of 
Luanda, South African Channel 
Africa radio reported. 

Channel Africa. South Africa's 
externa] service, also said UN- 
TTA rebels backed by mercenar- 
ies were grouped in Zaire, just 
across Angola's northern border. 

Neithtft government nor UN- 
TTA officials were available to 
confirm the reports. 

Mr. Savimbi, speaking on Por- 
tuguese Television hours after the 
radio report, said UNITA would 
concede the disputed September 
elections if the government would 
resume negotiations. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Liechtenstein to join European market 


VADUZ, Liechtenstein (R) — Liechtenstein’s voters decided 
Sunday by a margin of 55.8 per cent to 44.2 per cent in favour of 
joining the European Economic Area (EEA), official results 
showed. The result came one week after the country's economic 
“big brother," neighbouring Switzerland, threw out the same 
treaty. The EEA is a large common market which seeks to bring 
the members of the European Free Trade Agreement (EFT A) 
into the European Community’s single market. The official 
turnout was 87 per cent. 


Khmer Rouge shell U.N. peacekeepers 


SANTUK. Cambodia (R) — Militant Khmer Rouge' guerrillas 
fired artillery shells at U.N. peacekeepers, marking a dramatic 
deterioration in relations between the hardline faction and the 
blue berets, a U.N. official said. “Two shells landed 75 metres in 
front of our tent and one, 30 metres behind,” said Nikolay 
Nikolaev, a U.N. election-team supervisor for the Santuk district 
in strife-torn, central Kompong Thom province. "The shells were 
directly aimed at the tent." the Bulgarian official told Reuters 
Saturday .^He said he believed it was the first time U.N. personnel 
had been the target of a deliberate shelling attack. The shelling 
occurred in Krayea commune on the night of Dec. 6 and was 
ordered by the commander of the Khmer Rouge's 802 Regiment, 
Mr. Nikolaev said. No U.N. personnel were injured by the shells, 
he added. On Dec. 7, the local Khmer Rouge commander handed 
a letter to Indonesian U.N. soldiers ordering the U.N. to leave 
Krayea, 120 kilometres north of Phnom Penh, the capital. 


Cattle raiders kill 89 Kenyans 


NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese tribal raiders massacred 89 Kenyan 
nomads, mostly women and children, in a remote area of 
north-west Kenya before making off with their livestock, police 
said. The raiders, who belonged to the Toposa and Don giro tribes 
and attacked a manyatta (nomadic settlement) at Kokuro near the 
Sudanese border Saturday, were armed with sophisticated 
firearms and other weapons, police officials added. They lulled 15 
men, 32 women and 42 children and stole more than 7.000 cattle, goats 
camels and donkeys, the officials said. Clashes between local 
tribes, usually resulting in theft of cattle and other livestock, are 
common in this semi-desert area but Saturday's raid was the most 
serious for several years. 
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Sinn Fein 
member 
killed in 
Belfast 


BELFAST (Agencies) — A Sinn 
Fein member shot by a gunman 
died Sunday morning in hospital, 
police said. 

Press Association, the British 
News Agency, reported that the 
outlawed Ulster Freedom Fight- 
ers had admitted carrying out the 
killing. 

The Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC) said Malahy Carey, 36. 
was shot once by a gunman wh** 
confronted him Saturday evening 
on the street in Ballymoney, 65 
kilometres northwest of Belfast. 


An RUC spokeswoman said 
one man was helping people with 
their investigation and a car was 
being examined. 

Mr. Carey ran .'or local govern- 
ment three years ago as a repre- 
sentative of Sinn Fein, the legal, 
political wing of the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA). 

Press Association reported that 
Mr. Carey had served a lengthy 
prison sentence for terrorist re- 
lated offenses but did not say 
when the prison sentence was or 
give details of die offenses. 

Meanwhile, security chiefs are 
mounting an unprecedented op- 
eration to. try to thwart IRA 
guerrillas who have stepped up a 
pre-Christmas bombing campaign 
on the British mainland. 


Britain has responded (o a 
spate of bombings and threatened 
attacks by setting up roadblocks 
manned by armed police, a sign 
of official concern. 


The checkpoints are common- 
place in Northern Ireland, where 
the IRA seeks to end British rule . 
but in the past the authorities 
resisted their deployment on the 
mainland. 


Major security measures 
against the IRA were in force for 
the summit of European Com- 
munity leaders which ended in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, Saturday. 

“We’re braving a sigh of relief 
that Edinburgh passed off with- 
out incident," said one security 
source.. 


Indonesia quake toll climbs 


JAKARTA (AP) — The death 
toll from a powerful earthquake 
that triggered large ocean waves 
and flooded villages in eastern 
Indonesia has climbed to 1.227, 
the government announced 
Sunday. 

About 1,120 of the deaths from 
Satardh/s quake occurred m the 
coastal town of Maumere on the 
island of Flores, the governor's 
office of East Nusa Tenggara 
Province said. 

At least 500 other people were 
injured in the quake, officials 
said. 


Hendrik Nai, a spokesman for 
the rescue team, said about 80 
per cent of the buildings in Mau- 
mere, in the northern part of 
Flores, were destroyed. Whole 
villages in coastal areas were 


wiped out by the seismic waves 
he said. , _ 

The waves, called Tsunami, 
were as high as 25 metres and 
swept as far as 300 metres inland, 
he said. 

Mr. Nai said bad communica- 
tions still were hampering the 
task of gathering information 
from some parts erf the isl and, 
which is about 1,600 kilometres 
east of Jakarta- 

The earthquake measured a 
preliminary 6.8 on the Richter 
Scale, according to Indonesian 
officials. The U.S. Geological 
Survey in Menlo Park, Califor- 
nia, measured it at 7.5 on the 
Richter Scale. 


Gov. Hendrik Fernandez vi- 
sited Maumere Sunday and was 
shocked to see the devastation 
spokesman J. Gadidjousaid. 

He said ships were bringing 
volunteers, food and medicine 
from nearby towns’ to the dam-, 
aged areas. 

The quake destroyed govern-, 
meat buildings, schools, mos- 
ques, churches and shops in Man- 
mere and La ran to ka bn tire east- 
ern part of the island. - 

Most of the buildings on the 
island are single story structures 
made erf wood and bride. The' 
island is a poor, mo un tainous 
area which exports copra and 
grows maize and rice. . 

Aftershocks occurring around 


A quake of that strength is every five inmates - ham 
capable of causing extensive pered rescue work until midnight 
damage. Saturday, Mr. Nai said. 


220 Hindus held in India; riots ease 


LUCKNOW. India (AP) — 
Police arrested 220 members of 
outlawed Hindu fundamentalist 
groups blamed for religious riots, 
an official said Sunday. 

More than 1.150 people were 
killed in'the riots, which followed 
last week’s destruction of a 16th 
century mosque by Hindu fun- 
damentalists. 

There was no serious violence 
Sunday, but tension continued to 
prevail in many places, news re- 
ports said. 

The arrests were made over- 
night in a crackdown in various 
parts of Uttar Pradesh, the north- 
ern state where Hindu militants 
tore down the mosque on Dec. 6. 

On Thursday, the federal gov- 
ernment banned three Hindu fun- 
damentalist groups blamed for 
the campaign that led to the 
mosque's destruction and the 


wave erf communal violence that 
followed. 

The Hindus say the mosque 
was built by Muslim conquerors 
on the birthplace of the Hindu 
god Rama and have vowed to 
build a temple on the site. 


charges of disturbing communal 
peace. United News of India 
news agency said. The arrests 
were made just before the leaders 
were to visa riot-torn neighbour- 
hoods. 


The government has promised 
to rebuild the mosque. 

Among those arrested were 
Devi Dux Singh and Rajinder 
Agnihotri, members of parlia- 
ment from the Hindu fun- 
damentalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), the political wing of 
outlawed Hindu group Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). The 
leaders were charged with incit- 
ing religious hatred, said D.K. 
Goswami, adviser to the state 
government. 


The go v e r n ment has banned 
three Hindu soups — RSS, 
World Hindu Council, and Ba- 
jrang Dal — and two Muslim 
fundamentalist groups th& 
Jamait-E-Islami and Islamic 
'Sevak Sangh. They cannot oper- 
ate offices and bank accounts and 
are barred from hofcfmg meet- 
ings. 


In Calcutta, police arrested 
seven BJP leaders Sunday on 


Meanwhile, in Lucknow, In an 
attempt to ease communal ten 
son, authorities were sending 
teams of well known Hindu and 
Muslim residents to neighbour- 
hoods where curfew is in force 


Italians vote in local elections 


ROME (R) — A million people 
are expected to cast their, votes 
Sunday in keenly-watched local 
elections widely seen as a referen- 
dum on Italy’s entire political 
system. 

Protest groups ranging from 
anti-mafia campaigners to the 
separatist Northern Leagues are 
set to make big gains on a wave 
of popular revulsion against the 
country’s traditional parties. 

“More than a vote, this is a 
judgement," commenced La 
Stamps newspaper. "Today vo- 
ters must decide whether to help 
the old system survive or hasten 
its demise.” 

Public support for Italy's mam- 


stream parties has fallen dramati- 
cally as economic chaos, feeble 
administration and a devastating 
corruption scandal take their toll. 
, Umberto Bossi, leader of the 
Northern Leagues, is set to be die 
big winner but major gains are 
also expected by for left and right 
groups. 

In a country where until only a 
few years ago a swing of more 
than two or three per cent was 
seen as a landslide, parties like 
the dominant Christian Demo- 
crats and their Socialist allies are 
expected to see their vote halve in 
some .towns. 

“I’ve never seen such a radical 
change,” said Nicola Piepoli, 


director of the private CERM 
forecasting institute . 

“The market is firmly in the 
hands of the protestors now — 
tire historial parties are very 
much on the defensive.” 

Fifty-five town councils and 
one provincial assembly are -up 
for election, many of which have 
either collapsed under the weight 
of corruption or fallen into mafia 
hands. 

They range from the wealthy 
northern centres of Varese and 
Monza to the crime-infested 
southern city of Reggio Calabria 
and CasteUammare Di Stabia 
near Naples, one of the most 
violent towns in Western Europe. 


Clints taps friend as chief of staff 


LITTLE Kansas (R) 

— President-ehA . nill Clinton 
Saturday named the first black in 
his new c.ifcine - ing Democra- 
tic Party Chaim.. Ron Brown 
would transform the U.S. Com- 
merce Department into an econo- 
mic "powerhouse.” 

For White House chief of staff, 
Mr. Clinton turned to Thomas 
McLarty, an Arkansas business- 
man who has been his friend since 
childhood. Mr. McLarty is chair- 
man and chief executive of Arkla 
Inc, a natural gas company. 


Mr. Cl in ton, who has promised 
his cabinet would "look like 
America," made the latest 
appointments just before step- 
ping down as Arkansas gov- 
ernor. 


He also said Saturday be ex- 
pected to finish naming top offi- 
cials of his cabinet by the Dec. 25 
Christmas holiday. He already 
has nominated people for several 
key economic posts including 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen of Texas 
as treasury; secretary but has yet 
to choose secretaries of state, 
defence and an attorney general. 

On Friday he named three 
women to important positions in 
the emerging s administration. 

Mr. Brown, a 51-year-old 
Washington lawyer who in 1989 
became the first black to head a 


major political party, would have 
a central role in economic policy- 
making. Mr. Clinton said. 

“In my administration the De- 
partment of Commerce will play 
a more visible and powerful role 
in rebuilding the American eco- 
nomy,” he said. “I am nominat- 
ing someone who will make the 
Commerce Department a power- 
house'— Ron Brown.” 

Ones seen as an outsider, Mr. 
Browfeiwas a key Clinton suppor- 
ter aim force for party unity in 
1992.’#' 

Mr. McLariy's appointment as 
Mr. Clinton's right-hand man in 
the White House came as a sur- 
prise because be leads a major 
U.S. corporation listed on the 
New York Stock Exchange — 
which raises the potential to 
generate conflicts of interest. 

But the 46-year-old Little Rock 
businessman said he would seek 
to eliminate any potential conflict 
by divesting himself of aU public- 
ly-traded stock he owns by year- 
end — a move that could mean 
financial sacrifice on his part. 

Mr. Clinton 'said his boyhood 
chum was an executive “who 
knows how to get things done” 
and that he would “bring the 
concerns of real people to the 
table," as a Washington outsider. 

He suggested that, unlike 
Donald Regan and John Sununu 


in the Reagan and Bush adminis- 
trations, Mr. McLarty would not 
use his post as White House 
gate-keeper to create his own 
power base. . „ 

Mr. McLarty, who like Clinton 
grew up in Hope, Arkansas, will 
be an “honest broker” iir the 
oft-contentious inner codes of 
government, the incoming presi- 
dent said. 

Mr. Gjmon’s latest appoint- 
ments, announced at his third 
news conference in three days', 
brought the president-elect near 
the halfway point in filling 27 key 
posts in his administration. 
Eleven top officials have now 
been named. 

Speaking to reporters Saturday 
after a 45-minute jog through 
residential neighbourhoods and 
downtown Little Rock, .Mr. Clin- ' 
ton said he expected to finish 
naming his cabinet soon. 

‘Til be surprised if we’re not 
done before Christmas... with the 
cabinet and major appoint- 
ments," he said. 

Asked if fie felt sentimental 
about resigning as governor, a 
job he has held for a dozen years, 
he replied, “oh, yeah. Listen, I 
woke up real early this morning." 
Mr. Clinton will continue to re- 
side in the governor’s mansion 
until he moves to Washington to 
assume his new duties on Jan. 20. 


De Klerk optimistic settlement attainable in 1993 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African President F.W. De 
Klerk said Sunday he was opti- 
mistic a political settlement, eco- 
nomic recovery and a reduction 
in township political violence 
were all attainable in 1993. 

But be told the Johannesburg 
Sunday Times in an interview 
that if democracy talks did not 
yield progress in the new year, he 
would be prepared to push ahead 
with his own initiatives. 

The reformist president said 
that after a year of stalled demo- 
cracy talks, violence, economic 
hardship and falling public confi- 
dence, he was looking forward to 
real progress in 1993. 

“After discussions with the 
ANC and Inkatha recently, I am 
relatively confident the few prob- 
lems remaining can be 
breached." Mr. De Klerk said, 
referring to bilateral talks to dis- 
cuss transition to democracy. 

The paper said Mr. De Klerk 
was confident about the country’^ 
future but his confidence was 


peppered with qualifications like 
“reasonably,” “relatively’’ and 
“as far as possible.” 

Mr. De Klerk himself said he 
was not looking forward to 1993 
"with stars in my eyes." 

The African National Congress 
(ANC) led by Nelson Mandela 
and the Zulu- based Inkatha Free- 
dom- Party of Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi are main combattants 
in a brutal war for political con- 
trol of the country's teeming 
black townships. 

Human rights groups estimate 
that at least 7,500 people have 
died in the conflict since Mr. De 
Klerk legalised the ANC and 
began to reform apartheid in 
February 1990. 

Mr. De Klerk said he had 
perceived a realisation among 
political leaders that “all must 
accept responsibility and stop 
pointing fingers." 

"If that permeates to the 
ground, then one can reasonably 
predict the violence will calm 
down and we will have a break- 


through to tbe sort of stability for 
fair elections,” he added. 

All three major political play- 
ers — the ANC, Inkatha and the 
government — have held bilater- 
al meetings in recent days as a 
prelude to comprehensive consti- 
tutional talks. 

The ANC and the government 
agreed at a meeting last week to 
work for early elections. 

Mr. De Klerk said in the inter- 
view there was a “convergence of 
views" that gave him hope that 
South Africa was nearer an 
accord than when talks broke last 
May. 


don even if democracy talks with 
other groups had broken down. 

“There is no turning back and 
there is a primary responsibility 
on the government to ensure that 
delays do not favour those radical 
groups that do not want reform to 
succeed," he said. 


“If necessary, we will take 
steps to keep tbe wheels of re- 
form rolling. 1 do not say that in a 
threatening sense. The initiatives 
will still be oriented towards 
negotiations as much as possi- 
ble." he added. 


Multi-party talks on a non- 
racial constitution began in De- 
cember last year but broke down 
in May over a dispute about how 
much power should be devolved 
to regions. 

Mr. De Klerk would not elabo- 
rate on what his own initiatives 
might be, but did not rule out the 
white-dominated parliament un- 
ilaterally adopting a new constitu- 


I am not prepared to com- 
ment on what it would be, but it 
would be constructive and aimed 
atraking along as many people as 

Mr. De Klerk dismissed sug- 
gestions that he lacked ibe will to 
govern and said: 

“5? ** hwe d* "ill? Yes, « do 
w J h l w,n * w e are not a 
lame-duck government. I do not 

think there is a basis for that 
perception. 



SUN CITY, South s 
Russia V Jufia JCtmuda 
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lion Mexicans flooded 
basilica to attend mil 
formed througfeou^-^^ . 
Catholic priests. , v 
pens, as they do^ 
frpm all across. Me 
help from the Yirg$n;4 
saint of Catholics . 

watches over us. . 

come," said Joige^S 
Puebla, 140 kilometres^ 
Mexican capital. Tbo$e 
into tbe church were J 
promise to the Vttgmm 
for a pica for 6er3| 
Some were acrompeuKk 
ly members and frond 
towels before tbem.-W " 
their knees. Otfcfef 
knee pads. 


p 


ii 


3. 


Bosnians deteC 
British army-^c 
the rugby fieiefl 


ZENICA, Bosnia (RJV 
British army was defeat 
nia — ft tost 17-16 tnafl. 
at a charity rugby msfeh?- 
Cefik Rugby Chib, sew. 


had challenged the * 
intent, which took to;M 
the guise of die BriS 
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High Court sid&l - 
with rap group.® ,; 
album is not % 
obscene ^ 

WASHINGTON (fe? ^ 
U.S. Supreme Court tegf 
a ruling that the sexual® 
album “as nasty as tte® -: v _ 
be” by the rap group 2 V 
was not obsc^. Tneyv _ 
refused to review a rw® . 
U.S. appeals court that**.:,. ; 
sheriff who took thejgfl - 
court foiled to "prove' 
was obscene. Attorn^^:^ " 

iff Nicholas Navarro ot W ," o. 
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that tbe lyrics. themiwW^- - 
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riem interests of tire •' 
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serious artistic 
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